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NEWCASTLE 

Sharing Christ’s 
love by  

encouraging,  

strengthening  

and supporting  

marriage  

and family life. 

NOVEMBER 
NEWSLETTER  

2020 

    - is for Mothers, working day by day. 
 

 - is for the Objects that we promise to obey. 

 
  - this is for Trying - we do this all the time. 
 
 

    - is for Homes of every race and clime. 
 
 

 - is for Education, keeping us informed. 

 
 - that is for Reverence to our risen Lord. 
 

 
 - for Social action - helpful hands and feet. 
 
 

 
 
   - for Understanding all the people that we meet.. 
  

 
   - is for the Noontide hour when round the        

world we pray. 
 

- for Indoor members-who pray for us each day. 
 

 
 - that stands for Overseas-our membership      

worldwide.  
 
 

   - for Never giving up-but witnessing with      
pride. 
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This spells "MOTHERS UNION" 
I hope that you can see, 
That this name stands for 
 much, much more –  
Than making cups of tea. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Dear friends in Mothers Union, 
 

It was with regret that the Mothers Union 2nd Council 

Meeting, the three ONO lunches, the two Quiet Days and the AGM had to be 

cancelled due to social distancing requirements that exist as a result of COVID19.  

 

On a brighter note your Executive has been able to meet virtually , via ZOOM, 

throughout the year which has been a good way for us to keep in touch. No 

one could have foreseen the impact of COVID-19. The isolation, social       

distancing, cancelling of our Branch meetings and Diocesan Mothers Union 

events are just a few of the adjustments we have been called to make. As I 

wrote in my last President’s Page 'How blessed we are that our God is so 

much bigger than all of the Covid dramas we have had to face'. 
 

Most evenings I tune in to Mary Sumner House on Facebook for their live 

broadcast of Midday Prayers. With the time difference between Australia and 

the UK midday for them is currently 10pm for NSW.  This is a new ministry from 

Mary Sumner House and it is amazing to see comments from many other 

Mothers Union members from all around the world. If you are on Facebook 

and are awake at 10pm I encourage you to tune in. 
 

As Branch visits by members of the Executive have not been possible we 

haven’t been able to promote our plans for Advocacy as yet but hopefully in 

2021 we will be able to move ahead with this. In the meantime there is much 

we can pray about eg: the need for social housing and for the victims of     

domestic violence. Both of these areas have been seriously impacted by 

Covid19 and needs have increased.  
 

It’s too soon to know when we will have the opportunity to meet again at 

Mothers Union Diocesan events however it is good to hear that some 

Branches are starting to meet again within the constraints of social distancing. 
 

I have had conversations with several Branch leaders on the subject of  becoming 

a small group and a few have decided that this is the best way forward for 

them. Something that came up was how small do your numbers have to be to 

qualify as a small group. I don’t think the number of members is a contributing 

factor. If you have a larger branch and are having difficulty in getting anyone 



interested in taking on executive roles then please consider becoming a Small 

Group. It is much better than having to close. The key ingredients of retaining 

Mothers Union membership is receiving Mothers Union publications – Mia 

Mia, Families World Wide, our Diocesan Newsletters, fellowship and  praying 

together are retained. It is very important to have a Branch Contact so that the 

Diocesan Branch Liaison Co-ordinator can keep you abreast of Mothers Union 

news.  Another option is to become part of the Lone Members group. 
 

You will no doubt read more about our new theme for 2021. In line with 

Mothers Union World Wide and Australia we have decided to adopt the 

theme 'Rebuilding Hope and Confidence'. 
 

Last week I was privileged to be able to attend the funeral of Kate Dornan. It 

was a wonderful celebration of the life of an amazing woman who in recent 

years was a member of our Diocesan Executive.  
 

As we approach Advent and the season of Christmas may Hope and Confidence 

abound in your lives.  
 

Love and blessings 
            

 Denise Brown  

Scripture reference: 
 

but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary,  

they will walk and not be faint. 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 40.31 NIV 

In conjunction with  
Mothers Union Worldwide 

our theme for 2021 is:  



 

Dear friends, 
 

There are many things this year that have turned out  

differently to the plans that we had made for 2020.  

I had planned to travel overseas with friends to a conference and for a holiday. 

Like so many of us, my travel plans were cancelled. But it was plans that were 

cancelled, not life. And although life has also been different this year, we have 

also been blessed. 
 

Recognising the blessings of each day can be part of our prayer life as we give 

thanks to God and praise God for the ways that he shows His love for us. It 

might be an unexpected phone call, email or visit from a loved one. It might 

be the sights and sounds of birds or butterflies in our gardens. It might be the 

warmth of the sun on our skin. It might be the rain, that renews and refreshes 

all of creation. It might be a quiet moment. It might be a sight that takes our 

breath away. It might be the company of the people we live or work with. And 

we might be that blessing to someone too. 
 

One of the many blessings that we may recognise is the gift of time. During 

this year we have needed to spend a lot of time isolated from each other, so 

that each of us could help to stop the spread of Covid-19. The requirement to 

isolate and social distance means that we have not been able to spend time 

with our families and friends as we normally would. As restrictions ease, we 

can now spend more time with those we love as we visit one another and 

make plans together. I wonder whether we have a new-found or re-discovered 

appreciation for the people who are important in our lives? If this is true, do 

we let the other person know? and do we remember to thank God for them? 
 

During the year, have we spent time doing, creating or being who we are as a 

child of God? Made in God’s image, we have all been given gifts that we are 

called to use in the building up of God’s kingdom so that all people may know 

God’s love.  Showing God’s love in the world can be as simple or difficult as 

we make it. A kind word or a smile can change not only someone else’s day, 

but also our own. A small act of kindness may be the moment that another 

gives thanks for at the end of an otherwise difficult day. Taking another step in 

becoming the person God created us to be is a gift to be thankful for. 



One of the disciplines that I have enjoyed this year is the time that I have set 

aside for reflection. As I reflect, I intentionally call to mind the blessings of the 

day. I also ponder the things that have challenged me and wondered at what I 

might learn from them. These things, I thank God for and hand over to Him. 

There is a temptation to want to fill our days, but can I encourage us all to   

enjoy the gift of time that we have been given and to spend time with God in 

discerning where He is calling us, as individuals, communities, and members 

of Mothers Union Newcastle.  
 

Our plans for this year might have been cancelled but life was not. May we 

have the grace to recognise the blessings of each day and to give thanks to 

God for them. 
 

Prayerful love and blessings 

Nicole 

May the Australian eucalypt,  
with its diverse species,  
its unique blossoms,  

its perseverance to survive in tough times  
and its healing properties,  
inspire us in our commitment  
to Mothers Union Australia,  

binding together people  
of diverse backgrounds,  

encouraging us to persevere in our faith  
so we may share the good news of our Saviour Jesus Christ 
and bring hope, beauty and wholeness to God’s world. Amen 

From Through Peace comes Strength by Robyn Southerden 



Your Diocesan President, Denise Brown is interested to hear from anyone who 

is interested is nominating for this position. Jackie King (our previous Co-ordinator) 

has moved from the Diocese and has resigned. 
 

Some guidelines for the position are set out below. Please get in touch with 

me if you would like any further information about this position.  
 

DIOCESAN PUBLICATION CO-ORDINATOR  JOB DESCRIPTION 
 

❖ The most important talent you bring to this position is enthusiasm. 
 

❖ Communication (with the Australian Co-ordinator and the Diocese) is a very 

important part of this position.  Diocesan Executive, Council, and Branches 

should be informed of any new publications and communications from 

the Australian Co-ordinator.  Suggestions from your diocese for new items 

to be produced are welcome. 
 

❖ A price list and/or catalogue of stock should be provided for each Mothers 

Union branch/group. 
 

❖ Orders for Christmas cards and diaries must be sent in by the date specified 

and on the order form supplied. 
 

❖ An accurate record of stock must be kept.  
 

Thank you, 

Denise Brown  



' 2021
 
 

WEEKEND RETREAT -  19th - 21st February 2021 

MID- WEEK   - 23rd - 25th February 2021 
 

 

The retreat will be held at  

Catalina Conference Centre Rathmines (TBC) 

Retreat Conductor will be Bishop Sonia Roulston 

More information will be released as soon as possible 

Our theme for 2021 is  

“Healing and Hope”  
                                       Isaiah 41:10 

Dear Ladies 
 

I would like to thank you all for your wonderful response to my request for 

items for baby bundles, we now have enough supplies for several baby bundles. 
 

I also wanted to let you know I have several large plastic boxes full of knitted/

crocheted booties, beanies and jumpers or cardigans, so you can give your 

knitting needles a rest for quite a while. They are all lovely but it will take a few 

winters to use them all up. 
 

I also delivered 50 jumpers to NICU thanks to you ladies. 
 

Just a reminder that the sizes for baby bundles are 0000 and 000.  

We require towels, good sized face washers, bibs, singlets,  

long sleeved long leg onesies, wraps. 
 

John Hunter hospital are in need of baby and kids material about a metre long,  

apparently they have people that can make up garments. Just another way that 

we can help out.  Maybe in your stashes at home you have materials of that 

nature that you are wondering what to do with. 
 

Denise Hird 



 

In October Joy Henderson was admitted to 

Mothers Union by the Diocesan Presi-

dent.  

 

Social distancing guidelines were adhered 

to which meant the membership card, 

badge and a copy of the Mothers Union 

Worship and Prayer Book had to be 

passed across to Joy.  

 

After the service we adjourned to the 

Kurri Kurri Bowling Club for fellowship 

I have contacted Mothers Union ladies at least every two weeks in order to 

make sure that they were well and safe. 
 

Before the Pandemic lockdown we managed to fit in a couple of meetings, 

with our March meeting being a Lenten Study led by Reverend Tracey and in 

August our meeting was conducted at Helen Joice’s home. 
 

It was set up to allow the required social distancing for such activities. It was 

wonderful to see each other in the flesh and we had a meditation session that 

was prepared and led by Jane Conway.   
 

In September we visited the Lake Macquarie Art Gallery and (of course)        

enjoyed a wonderful morning tea beforehand .  
 

It was a great joy in October to welcome 

Julie Cooper and Helen Firkin as members 

of Glenrock (formerly Charlestown).  

 

It was wonderful for all members to get 

together for this great occasion.    

 

 

 

 

 

  Kerry Kear and   



I, Elizabeth Bissaker and Southlakes President have been doing a meeting 

newsletter for our Southlakes Branch so the ladies in lockdown weren’t missing 

out on their news, prayers, Mia Mia’s etc. 
 

Susanne Harding is seen taking 

her letter out of the letterbox.  

 

 

 

June Critchley being handed her 

letter – not quite social distancing! 
 

 

Our first meeting together at the church hopefully will be in October. 
 

Some of our members are uncomfortable attending gatherings so lets hope 

they start venturing out.   

 

We have been collecting items for the baby bundles and have made 2 trips to 

Denise Hird’s with items, making and delivering Blessing Boxes and delivered 

200+ beanies to Mission for Seamen thanks to Wangi knitters and a big tidy 

up in our Ministry Centre where we found some bags. 
 

I did a service for Wave of Prayer and I know that a few of our members did 

that at home.   

 

 

 

 

 

Denise Callaway, Wyong Mothers Union President 

presenting Wyong High School Chaplin, Jackie 

McGregor with French knitting kits to be used in 

the shine program.  

 

Gifts of toiletries candles and pens were also 

presented to be used to provide positive mental 

health packs for students. 



    

   Like all branches everything was prepared for the year. Mothering 

Sunday preparations were organised but due to lock down were unable to be 

held. The husband of one member who had already made a simnel cake had 

to eat the whole cake himself, I think he was pleased to be able to help out.  
 

This was when all our branch news and communications from the Mothers 

Union Diocese became necessary to send by email, and for those without the 

internet, they all received  printed correspondence, either posted or delivered.  

This allowed members to keep up to date with Mothers Union happenings 

and is still happening now in October.  
 

Members were encouraged to hold their own Wave of Prayer in their homes 

and several did this.  

 

Our Branch responded to the call for help for Mary Sumner House appeal and 

members donated to this, we also donated to the overseas appeal.  
 

Projects we support continued to happen throughout this year:  Baby items 

have been taken to Denise Hird for baby bundles, knitting for the Neo-Natal 

Intensive Care Unit at the John Hunter Hospital., baby bootees taken to the 

Birthing Unit and toiletry kits were also delivered to Belmont Hospital to be 

used in the Emergency department.  
 

Joy Boxes were delivered to members and others in need of a bit of cheering 

up, all were gratefully received and I’m told they definitely help to put a 

bright spot in their day. 
 

We are back attending church and we see most of our members on Sundays, 

those that aren’t back at church yet I see when dropping off correspondence, 

news or Mia Mia’s.   

We have ordered and received our Christmas card/diary orders and will try to 

sell some packets of mixed cards in our church for Christmas.  
 

In December we are hoping that we can share a together one more time     

before the end of a very different year. 
 

Blessings 

Nancy Lott 
President. 

Belmont Evening Mothers Union. 



 

 

 

These have been novel and difficult times for us all, but we have kept in touch as 

a sisterhood by weekly telephone calls of support to all members. Sadly we 

lost one of our loyal members, Elaine Carney. She had taken executive positions in 

our branch over the years .  

 

We have continued to deliver Joy Boxes to many parishioners as they struggle 

with sickness, loneliness  or grief . 
 

Our president Jeanette, has kept all members well informed  with letters,      

inspiring thoughts and prayers. We have all contributed to the Mary Sumner 

appeal, Diocesan Baby Bundle needs.  

 

Another project many members have contributed to is the knitting of squares. 

We have been able to make up 21 Rugs for the disadvantaged women and 

children  resident at Jenny's Place  in Newcastle .     

 

Sadly our planned  visit to the  Seafarers  Mission did not take place in July, 

but again our knitters have excelled with Beanies for the seamen together 

with the presents  of toiletries. 
 

Our Wave of Prayer service was held in groups of five in each others houses. 

About eighteen members  met, prayed and listened to music as we remembered 

our sister members all over the world.  This year was the hundredth anniversary 

of the first  Wave of  Prayer.  We have exchanged letters with our link branch 

in  Cornwall and England learning how they have prayed and coped with  Covid. 
 

Anne Clarke 
Secretary   

 
 

 

We have kept in touch through phone as many 

of our member are unable to use computers.  
 

Kim travelled to Bulahdelah to pick up Mia Mia’s 

etc and drop off the Newsletter and baby bundle 

items to Denise Brown. (thank you). 
 

I have kept the ladies up to date with two mail box drops, one at Easter and 

one for their Wave of Prayer service (with candles), Mia Mia’s, Newsletter, bicky’s 

etc . My ladies are in a 35km radius.  
 

We are meeting again which is wonderful. 



Kath Harris and Nancy Andrews 

Fr Gary Atherton  

and Olive Hamonet.  

During Covid 19 lockdown members have been ringing, emailing or writing to 

one another and checking on their welfare. 
 

We have been busy knitting beanies for Mission to Seafarers, sending  birthday 

and 'Are You OK' cards to members, donations of clothing, food and personal 

items to Samaritans. 
 

Four members enjoyed the 'Wave of Prayer' service, keeping in mind social 

distancing rules. 

 

We have kept up with our obligation to donate to Overseas, Mary Sumner House. 
 

We have enjoyed services online from Fr Chris Bird. 
 

We pray 2021 will be a better year for us, hopefully a vaccine will be available 

but until then we will have to practice social distancing and wear masks! 
 
 

Norma Cupitt 

 

Our group met and made up some 

emergency packs for those living out of 

their cars, or are in dire situations.   

 

A lovely time was spent catching up  

over a cuppa.  
 

Then we packed 5 men’s, 5 ladies and 4 

Family packs and these were delivered 

between Toronto and Brunker Road,  

Relief Centres of Samaritans.   

 

Fr. Gary joined us for the time and  

blessed the packs for us.  

 

The congregations at both Cardiff and 

Boolaroo assisted us with donations of 

items and cash.    

We also used the Worship and Prayer 

Book for a short service, all enjoyed the 

time together very much.  

Laurel Brook 



At our Wave of Prayer at Boolaroo on Thursday, Lesley Ireland our Branch Link 

Person, read us a letter from Margaret Schutz one of our links in Ireland.  
 

We thought it was very interesting re Mary Sumner House and that you might 

find it interesting also.  
 

Dear Lesley, 
 

I didn't realise you had stayed in Mary Sumner House. I never did, but saw the 

accommodation on one occasion when visiting the House. They eventually 

had to close the bedrooms due to increased fire regulations and moved most 

of the offices upstairs so that the meeting rooms on the first floor could be 

rented out for conferences etc.  

 

Of course, all that business has now ceased because of the virus - hence the 

financial straights the Trustees find themselves in. I am really impressed that 

your branch are sending your contribution. We  were asked as a diocese to 

make a contribution equal to approximately €8 per member and our Trustees 

decided that diocesan funds were healthy enough to pay this without asking 

the branches at this stage. I suspect we may be asked to contribute later on. It 

is all very sad and worrying and we will have to wait and see how things pan 

out. I remember my mother talking about the building as the 'house built with 

thrupenny bits'. A thrupenny bit was three old pence and apparently every 

member was levied this amount to pay for the cost of building Mary Sumner 

House. With 4 million members worldwide it would only take 25 new Sterling 

pence to collect the £1,000,000 they say they need but I suspect many of our 

members in Africa and India would not be able to afford that. 
 

Our branch meetings ceased in February with a very interesting and moving 

talk by an asylum seeker from South Africa. Members attended the Women's 

World Day of Prayer service in the city at the beginning of March and by the 

time the Festival of the Annunciation arrived everything had come to a stop.  

We normally have an outing to a garden centre or tearoom to mark Mary 

Sumner's birthday on 9th August. It remains to be seen if we can do that this 

year. 

Margaret 



Jackie Williams, a much loved member of the Swansea 

Mothers Union was farewelled.  

 

Her life was celebrated with a service conducted by The 

Reverend Lu Piper at St Peter’s Church, Swansea.  
 

She had joined Mothers Union on 8th April 2009 and was  

always a very active and committed member, Vice President    

of the group for a number of years, and rarely missed a meeting, 

     even when not well. 
 

Jackie was a person who believed in the sure hope that God gives to us if we have 

faith and love. It shined through in all she did, never complained, a wonderful   

inspiration to all who knew her, an utterly unselfish and generous person, who 

would go out of her way to help others. 
 

When her battle with cancer was over, one could truly say that she was filled with 

the Holy Spirit and went joyfully and peacefully to be with her Lord and Saviour,  
 

The prayer of Mary Sumner (founder of Mothers Union) was truly Jackie’s: 
 

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; and every 

life I touch, do by thy Spirit quicken, whether through the word I speak, the 

prayer I breathe or the life I live. In the name of Jesus, Amen 

      Southlakes sadly farewelled Ruth Hay.   

 

      Ruth was presented with her 50 year membership     

                          July 2018.   
 

             Ruth was a much loved member who enjoyed attending 

     meetings and being with her church family when health       

     allowed her. 

 



If God didn't have a purpose for us, we wouldn’t be here! 
Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God. 

               

     It was with much sadness that we farewelled our beautiful            

         friend , Jenny Isbister.  

        Jenny had been an Mothers Union member since 1985 and            

           long-standing member of Lambton parish before this. She was 

always a marvellous Christian support for her family, including involvement 

with GFS and SEBS.  

 

Unfortunately Jenny’s life was plagued by ill-health but despite her medical   

afflictions she supported the Samaritans and Seamans Mission by making craft 

items.  

For Mothers Union Jenny led a program of supplying emergency hospital bags 

of toiletries for patients at John Hunter Hospital. In later years this gentle, caring 

person would attend our monthly meetings when her health allowed.  

 

At her funeral all of our group were there, although due to COVID restrictions 

our guard of honour was redirected to a curb side vigil. Rest in peace Jenny. 

 

Kate’s time on Executive as Hospital Visiting Coordinator 

was very special to her. She showed dedication and pride 

preparing the bundles.  She enjoyed the knitting and the 

visiting that she did at JHH. Even to doing the long  CPE 

course.  Her faith and trust in God showed in her life it 

was a pleasure working with her and becoming a friend.  
 
 

Laurel Brook 
 

 

 

A person who, as a clergy wife, loved nature so much that she established 

wonderful gardens at each Rectory to leave as a legacy for the next incumbent; 

a person who, for years, crocheted and knitted numerous woollen rugs for charity; 

a person who had to help the needy – that was our Kate. She graduated from 

Uni whilst in the midst of raising four children. This yearning for knowledge, as 

well as her understanding of the Bible, made Kate a very interesting and    

compassionate woman. Her ability to research was invaluable as she sourced 

the internet for alternative ways to manage her declining health.  

 

From Helen Joice – long-time friend.   



   Dear Members, 
 

In spite of the difficulties of this year, you and members worldwide have all 

helped with keeping the 'hub' of Mothers Union going.  

 

Every contribution, small or large, will support the work of Mothers Union 

around the world. I am humbled by your response.  
 

Lovely to hear that some groups are again meeting face-to-face! Others are 

meeting by Zoom, and I know many DPs and branch leaders are keeping in 

touch with members. It’s most important to keep the threads of Mothers Union  

unbroken, so that we can resume our work of prayer and service when we 

emerge from our enforced rest.  

 

It’s been good that many members have paid their annual contribution despite 

not being able to meet. It’s important to keep up our contributions to our   

projects both here and overseas, so if you haven’t paid, please talk to your 

Treasurer about how you can do so.  

 

Over the past few months, I’ve been Zooming with up to nearly 40 Provincial 

Presidents and Community Development Coordinators each Thursday night, 

and we pray for each other and share how our countries are coping with Covid-19. 

A Worldwide Fellowship of Christians United in Prayer, Worship and Service an 

issue that has surfaced worldwide is the rise in domestic violence during the 

lockdown, including an alarming increase in teenage pregnancies. I ask you to 

pray about these issues, and to recall our MULOA learnings – Listen, Observe 

and Act – in your community. There will be women and girls who we know 

who are suffering at this time – be aware, keep in touch, act if necessary.      

Lockdown, in any shape or form, does not prevent people seeking protection 

from abuse, and cannot be used as an excuse for not being allowed to leave 

the house.  

 

Zooming along… Provincial Presidents also had a couple of Zone C Zoom   

sessions with Trustee Libbie and MSH Jeanette. It’s good to hear NZ is almost 

Covid-19 free, and that Melanesia has been completely free. In PNG, Rose     

Sitae (PP) and other members are moving around giving talks about hygiene 

as numbers rise in their country. Through Jeanette we have heard how the UK 

and other parts of the Mothers Union world have been affected, too.  

 



In Melbourne, we have heard of one Mothers Union member who has died 

from the virus, Evelyn Dibbs, who at 103 is our oldest victim. Her family asked 

that she not be remembered just as that statistic, but for the lifelong service 

she gave to the Community. We continue to pray for Evelyn’s family and 

friends, and for others who have been affected, and for those who are mourning 

the loss of family members and friends.  

 

Sheran Harper and Dr Ruth Senyonyi ran a session on Healing recently for 

Mothers Union.  

 

I encourage you to watch it on You Tube at https://youtu.be/Fl-woN8hzx8 – I 

could relate to many of the issues relating to the lockdown and perhaps you 

will be encouraged by the meditation, teaching, and comments. It goes for 

around 1 hour.  

 

In 1885 Mary Sumner said:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These words are just as relevant today as then.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love and peace,  

Provincial President Anglican Mothers Union Australia  

 

"Together, by the Grace of God...  

we can calm each other  

when we are afraid;  

strengthen one another  

when we are weak;  

and work together  

to raise our children  

to the glory of God.  

Unity is strength".  

https://youtu.be/Fl-woN8hzx8


❖ MOTHERS UNION MANCHESTER LOCKDOWN POETS - During these unprecedented 

times we all need to find ways to stay connected. In Manchester, Mothers' 

Union has mobilised members to write poetry about their experiences of 

lockdown to share with one another. It has been so successful they are 

thinking of putting them in a book. 

❖ MOTHERS UNION FACE COVERINGS - we have wrapped up the Mothers' Union 

face covering campaign. We would like to thank all of you for contributing 

to this project, whether you helped make a face covering or bought one 

from the shop. Members have truly shown their commitment to Mothers’ 

Union through this initiative, raising essential funds for their diocese. 

❖ PRAYERS - Even as we praise God for all his goodness and look in awe at 

his creation let us not forget, that this is a very difficult time for the Moth-

ers’ Union and the members of staff at Mary Sumner House. Dedicated 

workers and Mothers Union members of staff have had to accept either 

voluntary or compulsory redundancy, because the charity can no longer 

support all the paid staff, despite the generosity of all the members world-

wide, who gave so generously to the appeal.  
 

 This loosing of staff has caused much heartache, and your prayers are 

 needed for the Trustee Board and our Worldwide President, Sheran, who, 

 together with the Senior Leadership Team, has had to take this very tough 

 decision. 

❖  REMINDER OF HOW TO STAY IN TOUCH. There remains a number of ways you 

can stay in touch with us and help others to stay connected to the wider 

movement. We are running midday prayers Monday - Saturday on our   

public Facebook page. Thousands of you have viewed these already, but for 

those interested and not aware, feel free to watch and comment. 

❖ Thoughts and prayers are still being sent to members at this unprecedented 

and challenging time. We remember the words of our Lord from Isaiah 

41:10: 'So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am 

your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand.'  

 
More incredible stories can be found @ mothersunion.org 



Dear AMUA members (letter excerpts)  

I have sat at my computer several times over the last few months wondering 

what new information I can share with you in these times when everyone is 

focusing on COVID 19 strategies and restrictions. Amidst our own concerns, 

the focus of the Overseas and Northern Outreach Department helps us to 

think beyond our immediate needs to MU members in other places.  
 

COVID 19 experience overseas  

I am also very aware that members in other countries such as England and parts 

of Africa are experiencing dire situations. While isolation and social distancing 

work in developed countries such as Australia, these strategies bring can bring 

major difficulties for those living in low resource and developing countries. 

The short video “COVID on the breadline” provides new insights into the 

problems with lockdown. The video can be accessed by pasting this link  into 

your browser https://www.picturinghealth.org/covid-on-the-breadline/  
 

Overseas Project Parenting program in PNG  

Mary Sumner House Parenting trainer has not been able to meet with the 

Mothers Union leaders in Papua New Guinea to progress the parenting program. 

However, the members in PNG are active in their work. Their President Rose 

Sitae writes, “I have been mobilizing the Mothers Union and youths and we 

are traveling out to other places to do awareness on COVID 19 and GBV 

(Gender-based violence).” Rose reports that these trips have been very useful 

and that she has arrived home safely.  Please keep them in your prayers.  
 

Northern Outreach  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait, communities have been declared biosecurity 

zones under federal control, thus, excluding any non-essential travel in and out. 

During this time, internet presentations and videos have been used to continue 

the work and encourage people in Northern Territory. Similarly supportive 

communication across the region and enabled Executive meetings the Cape, 

Torres Strait and North West Australia. The easing of restrictions in late June 

has allowed limited face-to-face meetings across the north.  
 

Matthew 28:20 reminds us that Jesus is with us always. Let’s keep this in mind 

as you continue to pray and support members overseas and each other in 

Australia.  
 

Robin Ray Coordinator- Overseas and Northern Outreach Department.  

https://www.picturinghealth.org/covid-on-the-breadline/
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February 15th 

  

 

19th – 21st 

23rd – 25th 

Executive Meeting 

  

Anglican Women  

Weekend Retreat 

Mid Week Retreat  

  9.30am 

 

Holy Trinity 

Lochinvar 

  

TBC 

TBC 

March 

  

5th 
  
 

12th 
 

25th 

World Day of Prayer 

  
 

First Council Meeting 
 

Lady Day 

 5.00pm 

  
 

10.00am 
 

10.30am 

All Saints 

Church 
 

TBC 
 

 

Cathedral 

May God’s Blessings be with you, 

this Christmas and may you experience 

the wonder of His abiding love,  

 through each day of the coming year.  

 


