MOTHERS UNION
NEWCASTLE
November Newsletter 2021
Sharing Christ’s love by encouraging, strengthening
and supporting marriage and family life.
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Denise Brown

Let us
go
rejoicing
to the
house
of the
Lord

Justice
shall
flourish
in his
time,
and
fulness
of
peace
for ever.

Lord,
come
and
save
us.

Let the
Lord
enter;
He is
king of
glory.

CHAPLAINS CHATTER
L OOKING F ORWARD , L OOKING B ACK
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Reverend Nicole

God our Saviour and Redeemer,
whose coming birth still shakes
the foundations of our world,
may your coming fill us
with such excitement and hope
that we embrace without fear
the labour pangs of a new time,
a new earth through Jesus Christ.
Amen

2 nd COUNCIL MEETING
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BABY BUNDLES
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Denise Hird
Blankets – crochet, patchwork
or fleecy
Approximate size 90 x 130cms
Wraps - muslin, interlock
or flannelette
Quilts -- cot size or for use as a
play mat on the floor
Bath towels
Face washers
Johnsons baby soap
Small bibs
Singlets sizes 0000 or 000

Socks (socks preferred to bootees )
Summer caps
Bootees (no ribbons or ties)
Cardigans or jumpers
Jumpsuits - summer and winter
sizes 0000 or 000
Knitted - teddy bears, small toys
or small soft toys
Unscented wipes
Maternity sanitary napkins with wings
Newborn nappies
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The Burberry Hotel
1 Burbury Close Barton
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children and will be leading

Tim is a Mothers Union
member of Hackett Branch.
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DR RUTH LUKABYO
Ruth was born and lives in Sydney.
She is the Dean of Women at Youthworks College, an
evangelical Anglican college, for over 15 years teaching
Church History and being involved in the theological
education of children’s and youth ministers.
She is passionate about God’s work and intergenerational ministry. Ruth has
recently published a book “From a ministry for youth to a ministry of youth:
Aspects of Protestant Ministry in Sydney 1920-1959”. Ruth is married to
Alan, an Anglican Minister and has three young adult children. She loves
reading history, novels, and bushwalking in the Blue Mountains.
REV’D JUDY DOUGLAS
Judy is the Rector at St James Anglican Church,
Holt. She has been working with youth and young
adults for more than 30 years and believes in having
positive conversations with young people about
their faith, relationships, and how sex is a good
gift from God and choosing God’s way in relationships creates the meaning
of life. Judy is passionate about working with youth, Christian leaders
and parents, developing resources and
establishing intergenerational environments within the Church.
Judy is married and has two young adult children.
DR MONICA SHORT
Monica is a social science researcher and
social work lecturer at Charles Sturt University.
She enjoys speaking and co-presenting about
Christian virtues such as forgiveness, ecclesiology
and practical theology, social justice and social work, and research.
Monica will be leading a workshop on forgiveness and helping us to
consider how it nurtures relationships between generations. Monica
became a Christian in high school, enjoys being a member of the
Anglican Church of Australia, and is excited to be the Patron of
Mothers Union in the Anglican Diocese of Canberra & Goulburn.
She is married to Bishop Mark Short and they have two sons,
Andrew and Matthew.

FRIDAY
ACC&C Chapel
5.00pm Registration
6.00pm Welcome by Diocesan President
& Dinner
7.00pm Evening Session
- Rev’d Dr Tim Watson
8.45pm Compline - Rev’d Joan Smith
(MU Diocesan Chaplain)

Includes morning tea and lunch

SATURDAY

♦

ACC&C Chapel
Open Forum
"Sharing our Faith
from Generation to Generation"

9.30am

Opening Worship
and Plenary Session
10.45am Morning Tea
11.00am Workshop (I)
1.00pm Lunch
2.00pm Workshops (II & III)
3.15pm Closing Worship
and Plenary Session
4.15pm End of Open Forum
6.15pm BBQ
St Paul's Manuka
7.30-9pm “Top 20 Countdown” of the
Most Loved Hymns and Songs

♦

SUNDAY
ACC&C Chapel

9.30am

Morning Service
Preacher: Bishop Mark Short

National Arboretum Restaurant
12-2pm
2.00pm

Lunch and Final Talk
- Rev’d Dr Tim Whatson
Conclusion, Final Presentations

REGISTRATION
Pre-Registration is Essential

EMAIL

NEWS FROM MOTHERS UNION UK
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More incredible stories and links can be found @ mothersunion.org

FROM YOUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Kim Bussey

NEWS FROM OUR BRANCHES
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Well Done - thank you

God of love and understanding,
we recognise that membership of Mothers Union is a privilege.
We thank you for the members in our Diocese and beyond and for
the common concern for marriage and family life which binds us together.
We pray that we will continue to enjoy each other’s friendship,
to work together in live and to encourage each other
with the hope of Jesus Christ. Amen
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Gail Iles

Congratulations

OVERSEAS AND NORTHERN OUTREACH
CELEBRATION
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Noelene Lentfer

-

(

)

HONOURING THE LIVES OF OUR MEMBERS
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Elizabeth Lindquist
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Denise Brown
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Jan Crosdale

Jackie McMichael
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Norma Cupitt
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New Possibilities

Social Issues & Action News October 2021

A CASE FOR COMPASSION
Several members have contacted me expressing their deep concern following a program on the
ABC Australian Story about the Murugappan family (often referred to as the Biloela family). It is
heartbreaking to see children caught up in a situation like this.
The family were living in the Queensland town of Biloela before Priya and Nades’ bridging visas
expired, after which the family was taken into detention during a night raid in 2018. Nades and
Priya have said they face persecution if deported to Sri Lanka. Both Tamils, they fled their homeland
after the country’s civil war and came separately by boat to Australia. They had been kept in
Australia’s immigration detention system for more than three years, appealing against attempts
to deport them. Their fight against deportation is ongoing. The government has repeatedly said
the family is not eligible to settle in Australia. The cause of the couple and their children has
been supported by some residents of Biloela as well as asylum-seeker advocates.
Community polls indicate the majority of Australians believe asylum seekers arriving by boat
deemed not to be genuine refugees should be deported. The Liberal National Federal Government
Ministers and spokespersons refer to a poll which showed 64% of those surveyed support this policy.
HISTORY
During and after the Sri Lankan civil war, Nades travelled via Sri Lanka for work on three occasions
on a Sri Lankan passport, on temporary work visas issued by the Sri Lankan government, to
Qatar in 2004, Kuwait in 2008 and Qatar again in 2010. The Australian government claimed that
Nades was not of concern to Sri Lankan authorities; this has been accepted in a number of
subsequent reviews and court proceedings.
Priya left Sri Lanka in 2001 and went to Tamil Nadu, India, claiming she was being targeted due
to her brother’s supposed links to the LTTE. She arrived at Cocos Islands on a people smuggler
boat in 2013. Tamil Nadu, India was a safe haven for Tamil people fleeing Sri Lanka during the
civil war and was unaffected by the civil war.
At least 2600 Sri Lankan asylum seekers who have been returned to their own country have
since been found to be living safely and successfully in Sri Lanka after their welfare was
checked. An experienced immigration lawyer, Simon Jeans also found the couple had not been
truthful in visa applications, and evidence suggested they came to Australia as economic refugees.
In June 2018, the Federal Court of Australia found that Priya was not eligible to stay in Australia,
while Nades’ rights of appeal were already extinguished. In the judgment, the judge noted that
the civil war had ended in 2009, Nades had returned to Sri Lanka on three occasions during the
civil war and found that there was “no evidence to suggest [Nades’] family still living in Sri Lanka
was at risk from authorities”. Priya’s appeal to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal was dismissed in
December 2018. A further application by the couple to seek special leave to High Court of
Australia to hear an appeal of the Federal Court decision was refused in May 2019. The family
had their asylum appeals to stay reviewed and rejected seven times through seven court and
tribunal sessions.
That’s a bit of history about why the parents are not considered to be refugees. Although the girls have
no connection to Sri Lanka and were born and raised in Australia, under current Australian laws
they can’t obtain Australian citizenship as they are children of “unauthorised maritime arrivals”.
However there is no doubt the family are well liked in Biloela, did fit in to the community well and
would be welcomed back. We read of the life they have been subjected to and the affect this is

having on their health. It is almost unbelievable that the Australian government would spend so
much money detaining this family. And yet we are told that it is done because this is what the
majority of Australians want and there is no room for compassion in a immigration system.
On 12 August 2021, the High Court rejected the younger daughter’s bid for the court to hear her visa
case. The matter is now in the hands of Immigration Minister Alex Hawke. On 23 September 2021,
three of the family members were granted temporary 12 month visas, which will allow the family
to remain in Perth for the time being.
POLITICAL COMMENTS
Prime Minister Scott Morrison refused calls to intervene, stating “they didn’t come to the country
in the appropriate way. They have not been found to have an asylum claim” and “to exercise
intervention powers on this would be to send exactly the wrong message to those who are looking
to sell tickets to vulnerable people looking to get on boats ...”
Anthony Albanese, leader of the opposition has supported granting permanent residency to the family
stating “These people should be settled here in Australia. It won’t undermine the government’s
migration policies. It will say this is a government that is prepared to listen to what the community
are saying and saying so strongly”. Albanese accepted that the courts had found the family
are not genuine refugees but called on the immigration minister to use his discretionary power
to intervene.
Assistant Minister for Women Amanda Stoker says the Biloela Tamil family “knew the terms” of
the arrangement with Australia. Ms Stoker told Sky News it is a “tough situation” and that it’s
“really important that this little girl gets the medical care she needs and deserves”. However, Ms
Stoker said, “they’ve known from the outset that people who arrive in Australia to whom we don’t
owe protection obligations, who are not refugees under law, don’t get to stay here if they arrive
illegally. It’s a shame that they, particularly the children, are being put through this process but
let’s also be clear, those parents who are not found to be refugees have the option of going
back to Sri Lanka. And giving their children a free and unrestricted life, if that’s what they
wish.” (Amanda Stoker identifies as Christian and attends an Anglican Church in inner Brisbane.)
The Immigration Minister Alex Hawke has said he believes allowing the Tamil family to resettle in
Australia permanently would lead to more people trying to illegally get to the mainland by boat.
Hawke has intervened to allow the Murugappan family to live in Perth while Tharnicaa undergoes
treatment in hospital, but said the government’s position on permanent resettlement was clear.
“We do not believe anyone who has come by boat should be allowed to be permanently resettled
in Australia. That’s been tested at several elections. Our advice regularly from agencies that the
trade in human misery that is people smuggling can restart at any moment. The people smugglers
are there, they watch developments closely, they take account of any decisions we make. We have to
make a tough decision to continue our border protection, but it is the right decision, because the
trade in human misery means lost life, it means more expense and a loss of social cohesion.”
He said it did not matter whether a case came to the public’s attention or not, the government’s
stance would not change. (Many more comments can be found in the media.)
ACTION TO DATE
Several communications have been sent to relevant politicians and local members to ask for
the minister to use discretion to let the family stay but the replies are not encouraging. Some of
our members have supported vigils and petitions. There has been a lot of support from the
community and church leaders have spoken in favour of compassion for the family.
WHAT MORE CAN WE DO?
Please continue to pray for the family, especially the children. If you support this family’s fight to stay in
Australia, you can continue to write to our political leaders urging them to show compassion.
Under Australian Law and in the current political climate, this is the only avenue which could
lead to the family being allowed to stay.
Susan Skowronski - Social Issues and Action

