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2020 was a very different year for all fwith many challenges |
overcome. | used to go to bed thinking this pandemic is just a b
and when | wake up in the morning everything will be badldotno
ne bntqrd I v r c¢cdktchmf | xrd
What was normal in 2019 before @@\dDery different to what we |
experiencing in 2021.

Otq sgdld sghr xd g hr ORdat't
suggested the verse Isaiah 40.31 as our scripture @ference.

who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on
d fkdr,;, sgdx vhkk gt m ~mc mns

| read the following in an online commentanh({®sutealyverse.knowir
-jlesus.com/isa#i+-31)

(here are difficulties in life that overwhelm the strongest of people
gnaw at the stoutest of human hearts, and young men who grov
weary. They stumble and fall because they rely on their own, int
and human resources, which are not a sufficient shield in the stc
Only power from above Is sufficient to sustain us. Only His protecti
rgdksdqg tr eqgnl/ sgd rsnqglr ne

In 2021 meeting together in Mothers Union branches may take on r
as we adhere to Covid Safe guidelines and rebuild hope and cor
our Mothers Union communities. Some branches have chosen 1
Small Groups with less formality, some have chosen to meet |
rnld g ud bgnrdm sn | dds hm r
much the same. Whatever your branch has decided to do it is in
maintain prayer and fellowship and to keep in touch with one ano

We are very blessed to live in Australia. Mothers Union membe
parts of the world are experiencing many more challenges and
to be diligent upholding them in our daily prayers.
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world map listing the numbers of Mothers Union members in Bach
total of 4 million around the world. Australia is part of Zone C and y:
a reflection by Reverend Libbie Crossman the Trustee for Zone.C @

You will see an advertisement on gejé1i@ special day that is being
s Akk S hmsr Cgtqgbag, Ndv L |
Otg F hsgO. Tghr ¢ x hr adhn
representatives from the Cursillo Movement, Mothers Union ar
Women and its aim is to bring the women of the diocese togethe
of renewal and celebration. Those of you who attended the Mot
Conference in Armidale in 2019 will remember Sharon Kirk, the
that excellent conference. Sharon is the Guest Speaker for t
encourage you to save this date and consider attending.

Reverend Nicole and | have had a meeting with Dean Katherine
Day. Unless there is another wave of Covid we will be celeb
Important day on the Mothers Union calendar. Bishop Peter will
preach at this service. We will not be having a Guest Speaker thi

| have written a separate article about Lady Day as there are a |
to take note of. | hope to see many of you at the Cathedral on 2t
for Lady Day.

Keep safe and God bless you all.

Denise Brown ‘
e B b

Denise Brown and Pat Calde
working hard social distancir
whilst preparing the Mothers
Union address book for 202:
Such a hard job!
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MOUNTAINTOPBESERTRAND GARDENS

It was around the time of the Transfiguration of Jesus on the m
sg s | v r gqgdekdbshmf nm vg s
By the time you read this, we will be journeying through Lent, tl
time for deep reflection, prayer and penitence as we move clo
death and resurrection of our Lord.

Tg mrehftg shnm hr cdehmdc hm
enqg tr sn qgqdldladg "r vd qgdek
mountaintop, through desert, and into th® garden

The mountaintop transfiguration, the desert waiting and the res
sgd f gcdm "~ gqgd dwodghdmbdr sg
all people. We cannot stay on the mountaintop, in the desert, or in
The purpose of mountaintop and garden experiences is to eqt
renew our strength to see the beauty in the desert also. They re
the beauty and splendour of life with Jesus when our life is not s
We are not meant to stay on the mountain of transfiguration an
led his disciples back down the mountain. We are also not mear
through the desert alone, and so Jesus accompanies us on that |
we are not meant to stay in the garden of resurrection holding o
so we are sent from the garden to tell others the Good New
experiences, if we allow them to, can have a lasting and profounc
tr "~ mc sgdx b m gdko nsgdgr
people to himself.

| remember walking 899 steps up a mountain and then 899 st

down the mountain in Jordan, when | visited Petra a few years
been doing archaeology in Israel and was preparing to return



The whole experience was amazing and has had a profound last
who | am.

AN

Tgd bkhla to sgd I ntms hm v r
even more difficult as | needed to be really careful not to slip. Tl
was a once in a lifetime experience. The view was spectacular
breath away. There was a moment of realisation that if | was not
| could slip, but this did not stop me from sitting on the edge of
with my legs and feet dangling over the edge leaning on a Be
which was at the very top of the summit.

As | looked down across the def™
to The Monastery, | remembered
hard work to get there, | thouc
about how | needed to climb do
but most importantly, | allowed (
to speak to me through the sig :
and sounds of the mountaintop. I sq
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| was mesmerised by the beautiig.

' -
the desert. s B

N

As much as | would have loved to stay there longer, | knew that this
would stay with me forever and that | would always be able to rel
have photos that help me to share my memory of this experience v

| encourage you to hold onto your memories of the experienc
mountaintop, the desert, and the garden. Use them to deepen y:
fgnv bknrdg sn Gnc “~mc GncOr

grow into the person God created you to be. Share them with
Ssg s sgdx snn b m rdd sgd cdo

Prayerful love and blessings

Reverend Nicole
“:;:::. ‘a ai‘b: 5.’33;-
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IMPORTANT IINFORMATION for LADY DAY

Please bear with us. You may find some of these requirements a bit harsh bt
necessary for us to be COVID SAFE.

© Service commences at 10.30am. Registration available from 9.45am
° Please bring a mask.

° If possible use the main entrance into the Cathedral. If you need to use
access please let me know in advance (0437 266 506) and someone W
entrance to greet you.

° On arrival please register your name and phone number. If you are fam
QR method of registering using your mobile phone there are quite a few
Cathedral where the code is displayed. If you do not have this facility yot
phone number will be recorded manually. Registration is mandatory

© Hand sanitiser is provided. Please use this on arrival.

MORNING TERIlease bring your own mug and snack for morning tea . Hot \
coffee, milk and sugar will be provided. Once you have registered and have
tea please find a s@AKGLINGN THECATHEDRAILS NOTALLOWEMAS THISCONTRAVENES
SOCIAIDISTANCINREQUIREMENTS

BANNERSThere will not be a Banner Procession but if you would like to
branch banner it can be displayed along the side walls.

OFFERINGEhere will not be a collection during the service here
will be a basket near the entrance for you to put your mdriEdas

COMMUNIONuwill be 'Bread only' and will be distributed from two stations at the
step. Please form 2 lines down the centre aisle observing 1.5metres distanci
to your seat via the side aisles after receiving communion.

We will not be having a guest speaker this year. At the end of the service pleas
collect your banner. You will not be able to have lunch in the Cathedral. If yot
catch up with your Mothers Union friends please arrange to do this away from-

The Service will be Live Streamed on the Cathedral You Tube and on Face
benefit of those who are unable to attend.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ANTICIPATED COOPERATION
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Your Diocesan President, Denise Brown is interested to hear fr
whos interested is nominating for this position. Jackie King (oL
Coordinatoh)as moved from the Diocese and has resigned.

Some guidelines for the position are set out below. Please get in
me if you would like any further information about this position.

DIOCESAN PUBLICATIOMDRDINATOR JOB DESCRIPTION

X

X

X

Thank you,
Denise Brown

The most important talent you bring to this position is enthusia

Communication (with the Austral@andiador and the Diocese) i
veryimportant part of this position. Diocesan Executive, Col
Branches should be informed of any new publications and corr
from the Australian-d€dinator. Suggestions from your dioce:
new items to be produced are welcome.

A price list and/or catalogue of stock should be provided for eac
Union branchigroup.

Orders for Christmas cards and diaries must be sent in by the d
and on the order form supplied.

An accurate record of stock must be kept.
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| ’ Became a member of the Mothers Union in 194.
- months before her first baby was born and rem
' committed member of Raymond Terrace Branch fol

Joyce was very clever at flower arranging and he
the flower roster at St Johns Church for many
Many of the guest speakers who attended Branch meetings wer
of a beautiful posy put together by Joyce.

In 2010 Joyce was awarded Branch Life Membership. Joyce w
member of Mothers Union in Newcastle Diocese to receive ¢
membership scroll and badge which were presented to her b
President Laurel Brook.

A few years ago Joyce moved into OPAL Raymond Terrace Garc
occasion of her T0dirthday Raymond Terrace Mothers Union n
joined Joyce at the monthly Eucharist at Terrace Gardens. The
followed by a special birthday morning tea. Joyce was thrille
received her letter from the Queen.

Joyce passed away peacefully agedhlIf@Znarkable lady who alv
looked forward to her next birthday.

Denise Brown

Thdoros my shepherd, | shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures;
he leads me beside stiievasicges my soul.
He leads me inrightfpaths hi1 s name.






