In conjunction with Mothers Union’s new initiative:
Our theme for 2019:

‘And when you turn to the right
or when you turn to the left
your ears shall hear a word behind you saying’,
“This is the way; walk in it”.
Isaiah 30. 21
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Sharing Christ’s love by encouraging,
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FROM OUR DIOCESAN PRESIDENT
Denise
Dear Friends in Mothers Union,
Welcome to a new year with new challenges as we embrace our
MULOA Theme of Observing, Listening and Acting in our Mothers
Union communities throughout the Diocese.
It was gratifying to have so many Mothers Union Branches represented at our
AGM in November and thankyou to those who stayed on for the Presentation
on MULOA by Jeanette, Leonie and myself.
I am indebted to Jeanette and Leonie who attended the first MULOA Conference
in Auckland in August last year. Due to another commitment I was unable to
go so they had the enormous task of not only attending a very full on conference
but on their return also briefing and inspiring me as well as putting in place a
plan of action to implement the process of MULOA in our Diocese.
The three of us had a busy time, meeting together a number of times to collate
data from the Mothers Union surveys in preparation for MULOA 2 in Brisbane
in January. Jeanette has written an excellent report in this Newsletter about the
time we shared in Brisbane.
Once again, our very talented Prayer and Spirituality Co-ordinator, Dorothy
Harman has written words for a hymn to go with our 2019 theme and sung to
the tune of 'Now Thank we all our God' (TIS 106). I look forward to hearing us
sing this at our upcoming Lady Day Eucharist on 25th March.
We will be holding the Lady Day Service at the Cathedral. Please car pool,
make use of public transport or do as some have done in the past – park out of
the city centre and share the cost of a taxi to the Cathedral. There is a disabled
access into the Cathedral around the opposite side to the main entrance for
those who find the Cathedral steps too much of a challenge. Our guest
speaker this year will be the Dean – the Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, a
much loved former Mother Union Chaplain. As all three Bishops will be away
attending a Bishop’s Conference, Archdeacon Arthur Copeman will preside
and preach at the Lady Day service.
We have celebrated the lives of some great Mothers Union members who have
passed away in recent weeks. Betty Butler from Singleton, Reverend Wilma
Bond from The Entrance and Jack Ryan from Nelson Bay.
As I write this article there are many in this vast land of Australia whose lives
are being affected by drought, bushfires or floods. Please continue to pray for
all those whose family life has met with adversity. I encourage you to use the
Mothers Union prayer resources that are provided to all members – the Daily
Prayer Diary and Families World Wide.

I wanted to end our MULOA Presentation at the Mothers Union AGM on a
positive note and asked those present to complete the verse (which many of
us can relate to):
'My back is bent, my years are spent and snow is in my hair ….'
Here are a few of the endings written by Newcastle Mothers Union members
♥ 'God loves me still, I’ll do his will until he calls me home.'
♥ 'just look around and listen, And know who needs your care.'
♥ 'but I’m upheld by prayer; I know God strengthens me, in all I do and see.'
♥ 'but God is not finished with me yet; my years of worship hold me in good
stead to help and nurture those I meet'
♥ 'but nonetheless, I do my best, in showing that I care.'
♥ 'my brain is sharp, I love the Lord, I try to walk the walk.'
♥ 'I can still do my share, I can pray – I can care.'
Love and blessings to all.

Denise Brown

LISTEN

OBSERVE

ACT

To the tune of
'Now Thank we all our God'
(TIS 106)
© Words by Dorothy Harman 2019

Open our ears up Lord
to hear your blessed word,
through all the noise of life
your voice can still be heard.
You speak to us in love,
and call us to be true,
to listen without fear
to hear your word anew.
Open our eyes up Lord
to see the world around,
the needs that seem so deep,
yet hope that can abound.
To see beyond our self
to those who need our care,
As we observe with love
your vision to be just
And now it’s time to act,
with You to be our guide,
Your presence ever near
Love standing by our side.
Your strength will never fail
Your courage stir our will,
as we move on in faith
your purpose to fulfil.

OUR CHAPLAIN,
REVEREND NICOLE BALDWIN’S MUSINGS
Dear friends,
I hope that this newsletter finds you well, enjoying the
season of Epiphany, and staying comfortable in our
unpredictable weather.
This year is a year of new beginnings for all of us. I am settling in to a new parish,
a new ministry, a new life, a new community and being your Mothers Union
Chaplain..…not in any order, but all at once! All of these new things are
amazing, a privilege for me to be involved in and things I cannot imagine not
doing anymore.
Mothers Union is exploring MULOA ~ Mothers Union Listening Observing Acting ~
and as Mothers Union in Newcastle Diocese, we are exploring all that it will
mean for us and for those with and to whom we minister. It is a time of change,
a time of challenge and a time for epiphany. Perhaps there is something about
the timing that can speak to us deeply of God’s love for us and for all people.
Perhaps the timing will enable us to reach out to those who need to receive
God’s love the most.
There is so much in the world that is changing. Our Christian faith in God is one
among a number of ways that people can explore the questions and answers
of life. We know that God loves all people, including those that we find it
difficult to love.….including us when we are difficult to love. As the hands and
feet, eyes and ears, heart and mind of Jesus in the world today, it is both our
privilege and responsibility to show God’s love to all people. This year, we are
called to reflect on how we do that.….we are called to Listen, Observe and
Act. As we listen, we are listening for all the voices. As we observe, we are
observing all people. As we act, we are acting in God’s name to show His love
and mercy to all.
One of the things that I love about Mothers Union is that we are a people of
prayer. We all have confidence that when we pray, God listens and receives
our prayers. As we continue to Listen, Observe and Act, my prayer, is that we
will do so in a prayerful, reflective way.….ready always to receive guidance
from God.
Be assured of my continuing prayers for Mothers Union and our ministry within
the Diocese. As we begin this new year together, I look forward to also Listening,
Observing and Acting with you.
Prayerful love and blessings

Nicole

LADY
DAY
th

25 March, 2019
Christ Church Cathedral
Newcastle
10.30am
Presider and Preacher
will be Archdeacon Arthur Copeman
Guest Speaker:
The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer,
Dean of Newcastle.

Our Annual General meeting was, as
usual, very well attended with everyone
catching up with members, purchasing
Christmas gifts and cards.

Welcome.

Bishop Charlie announced our theme
for 2019: 'Listen, Observe, Act - in
step with God'. Scripture reference is
from Isaiah 30:21. And when you
turn to the right or when you turn to
the left, your ears shall hear a word
behind you saying, "This is the way;
walk in it".
Bishop Charlie had a very interesting
explanation of what it meant and
then spoke about what the Theme
should mean to us as Christians and
Mothers Union members. He assured
us that if we are able to listen,
observe, and act – in step with God
that He will be with us constantly
and 'have our backs'.

Denise Brown
was very
pleased to
announce our
new
Chaplain.

Bishop Charlie was thanked by Lyn
Wickham.
After moving to the hall we had
lunch then had a presentation from
Denise Brown, Jeanette Johnston and
Leonie Toovey about MULOA and
the feedback from the branches.
Denise
Brown,
Jeanette
Johnston and
Leonie
Toovey.

GOSFORD BRANCH GOES INTO RECESS
THANK YOU ELIZABETH LINDQUIST
I first met Elizabeth on our first Sunday at Christ Church
Gosford.
I began worshipping there in 2001 with my husband and
2 children. Elizabeth was the first to welcome us and
soon realised that I was a member of Mothers Union.
I was invited to a meeting and my Mothers Union journey with Elizabeth began.
I feel privileged to write this tribute to Elizabeth to honour her long and faithful
service to Mothers Union in the Diocese of Newcastle.
Elizabeth’s journey with Mothers Union began back in 1976 when she joined
Gosford Young Wives group. It later changed its name to YMD being Young
Members Department of Mothers Union of which she became leader. However
to be leader you had to be a member of Mothers Union.
She began attending Mother Union meetings and was admitted on 3rd September
1985 to the Parish of Gosford Mothers Union.
She was branch secretary from 2002 until 2018, adding the role of President in
2011 and Treasurer in 2014. Elizabeth is a passionate member of Mothers Union
taking on these roles, despite personal illness struggles, so that the branch
could continue.
Elizabeth has fulfilled her calling as a member of Mothers Union in many ways
by actively contributing to parish life. She has contributed liturgically by being
on both the reading and intercessory prayer rosters, Anglican Women’s Parish
contact and World Day of Prayer Co-ordinator.
Elizabeth has sung, provided hospitality, volunteered in the church office, been
a friendly face to so many people, especially visitors and new parishioners.
She completed her Cursillo in 1996.
Through all of this her love of our Lord has shone through. She has a faith that
is passionate, which she is not ashamed to share. It has sustained her through
many difficult times over the years. For those that know her well, her attention
to detail is legendary. Her grace, passion and welcoming spirit is a testament
to her faith. She has truly upheld the objects of Mothers Union in her Christian
journey at Christ Church Gosford , and for that we are truly thankful.

Libby Harvey
Member of Christ Church Gosford Mothers Union

NEW HORIZONS
Report on the
MULOA 2 Zone C
Conference, Brisbane.
MULOA means:-

MOTHERS UNION:
LISTENING: to God, to each other, to
the marginalised, to external
learning, creating safe
space.
OBSERVING: identifying and celebrating
what we have, looking to
the future.
ACTING:
taking responsibility,
feeding back honestly.

Brisbane....in mid-summer....not quite
the destination three Mothers Union
members from the Newcastle Diocese
would have chosen for themselves,
but that’s where Diocesan President,
Denise, and her two Vice-Presidents,
Leonie and I, spent four days attending
the MULOA 2 Zone C Conference in
late January.
We were accommodated at St John’s
College at the University of Queensland
which was very comfortable, with air
conditioning in the beautiful dining
room, in the conference rooms and
even in the lovely chapel.

Unfortunately it was lacking in our
bedrooms, so sleeping was a little

difficult in the heat and humidity,
particularly on one morning when
workmen began pouring new cement
paths outside at 5 am, their huge cement
mixer truck churning away about four
metres from our windows! However,
you may be pleased to know we all
survived.
The lush, semi-tropical gardens around
the college are stunning, and the
Brisbane River is just across the road.

There were 43 delegates present from
many of the Dioceses across Australia,
New Zealand and the Pacific, but a
good number could not come due
to personal, visa or financial problems.
We particularly missed many from
the Pacific Islands.
Denise, Leonie and I arrived at the
conference with some trepidation.

We had had a number of problems
in completing our "homework" set at

MULOA 1 in Auckland in August,
mainly due to the difficulty in setting
up the required consultation workshops
in our Diocese and communities in the
short and inconvenient time allotted
between the two conferences.
We discovered that many of our
members had not read about MULOA
in Mia Mia or Families Worldwide, so
the best we could do was to try to
educate rather than consult, but this of
course did not result in the required
feedback.
We managed to distribute two different
surveys – one to every Parish and the
other to every AMUA Branch in the
Diocese - and received some helpful
feedback from those who returned
them.
Mary Sumner House in London required
our feedback in early January, and so
our answer sheets had more blanks
than answers! For our efforts we were
expecting to receive a D- and a "could
do much better" comment on our work!
As it turned out, most of the participants
had had the same or similar problems,
so we used what we had and pressed on.
The conference was undergirded by
prayer – we met each morning and
evening in the chapel for Morning
Prayer or Compline.
We worked in "family" groups,
geographical groups, age groups and
in twos or threes.
We began by revisiting the three
MULOA core principles – Listening,
Observing and Acting, and the three
MULOA core questions – Who?

What? and How?, and delving more
deeply into them. We wrote words,
drew pictures, performed skits,
discussed matters in our small
groups, and shared our learning's
with the whole group. We also
laughed a lot!
Our study materials were Bible stories
and teaching, our own Mothers Union
stories, our feedback forms, and the
framework for our region (Zone C)
which had evolved at MULOA 1 in
Auckland last year.

This framework (a colourful graphic
sheet of paper) reflected Mothers
Unions uniqueness, its inclusiveness,
its worldwide presence (diverse but
unified) and its foundation of prayer.
We compared our framework with
those developed by other Zones at
their conferences last year, noting
their similarities and differences, and
we worked hard to simplify our own,
and amend it where necessary.
This reworked framework, along with
all the other frameworks from the
different Zones, will be taken to the
final MULOA Global Conference in
Rwanda in May where a global
framework will be developed which
will become our roadmap to guide
us into the future towards Mothers
Unions new horizons.
Our Provincial President, Anne Kennedy,
will represent Australia in Rwanda.

Particularly when working in our
geographical group (NSW Dioceses)
it became obvious to Denise, Leonie and
me that we need to change direction
a little in some areas, move with the
times a little more. Just as a couple
of Dioceses have done already with
some degree of success. (CWA has
done this, too!)

Our AMUA Mission Statement is
"Sharing Christ’s love by encouraging,
strengthening and supporting marriage
and family life."
Four of our Five Objects reflect this
Statement. Mary Sumner’s dream was
for every home to be filled with the
light and love of Jesus. However, in
our Diocese, as across Australia, much
of AMUA’s work and ministries are
focussed on our fifth Object – "To
help those whose family life has met
with adversity", and we do that very
well and generously.
But from the Parish Surveys we
received back we discovered that
families in some Parishes and their
communities are wanting or needing
such things as parenting training, or
financial management training, or
marriage encounter weekends, and
these are areas that Mothers Union in
a couple of other NSW Dioceses are
already engaging with in such ways
as organising and underwriting regional
seminars – could this be a possibility
for Newcastle Diocese??
As things stand we are not reaching
many young families outside of our
churches in this increasingly secular age,
and young families in our churches
generally do not want to join us
because of the times when we meet or
because they see us as "old ladies’
knitting groups", just to name a couple
of reasons. – you could add more.
However, at MULOA 2, through
discussions with our fellow members,
in our Listening and Observing
Observing, God

gave us new ideas for possible new
directions and a way forward through
the years ahead towards new horizons,
while still maintaining the best of
what we already have.
One participant said, "For us in Mothers
Union, it is a ‘do or die’ situation –
we have the power to make it live!"
These new ideas are only at the seed
stage, and of course may involve some
risk-taking and possible failure when
we start Acting.
Acting. Some may not take
root at all. But, as some seeds of
ideas sprout into seedlings as we
work on the questions Who? What?
and How? we will be able to share
more about them and bring others
on board with us, so that some ideas
may grow strong and be fruitful.
Please let ‘s pray about this, let’s be
positive, let’s read our AMUA
publications, invite Denise, Leonie or
me to talk at one of your Branch
meetings about MULOA and let’s.....

Jeanette Johnston
Diocesan Vice President

Delegates

Tai from Samoa with Bronwyn,
our facilitator

The Dining Room

There is a call out for us to join with the folk at Moree Anglican Church (and of
course so many others) to pray for rain at the specific time of 5.30pm on
Wednesdays.
This all came about because my daughter, Joanne Horton began the group some
months ago and it occurred to me that we could join them in a very powerful
prayer campaign.
Below is a brief blurb about the idea, together with a photo of the banner
(above) which is across the front of All Saints Anglican Church in Moree.
As well, a poem (right) written by my grand-daughter, Donna Solomon, also a
Moree resident and business owner.

Glenda Grono
"Last year a faithful few began to meet at All Saints Anglican Church in the
North West N.S.W town of Moree to specifically pray for rain.
The group included folk from other denominations in the town who were like
minded.
Then at the Armidale Synod later in the year, it was put to representatives that
the call to pray is essential to bring this crippling drought to an end. At this
point in proceedings, the whole Synod prayed.
We are all aware of the many farmers, towns and communities impacted by
this long period without rain, coupled with the very hot weather during summer.
In N.S.W, there are whole towns now without water and the strain on so many
is resulting in major health issues including depression. Properties are being de
-stocked and wild life is suffering.
Now we need to be challenged to show our love and support for all those
who are suffering tremendous hardship by adding our prayers for rain during
our daily prayers and then adding our corporate prayers to those of the Moree
Christian community by praying with them every Wednesday at 5.30pm.
Rain is a blessing. "Let’s see what the power of prayer can do when we come
before our faithful God together."

THE LAND
The city folk they questioned,
“Why don’t you just sell those sheep?”
“Why keep breeding cattle?”
“Why keep growing cotton and wheat?”
“If there’s no water why keep waiting?”
“Why keep trying in this drought?”
“Why persist in poor conditions?”
“Why keep living in self-doubt?”
“Why keep checking the elders forecast”,
“When you know you won’t see rain?”
“Why struggle and lose sleep?"
“The next day do it all again?”
“Why buy more water allocations?"
"When you know the crop won’t last?"
"Why still shear and drench?"
"When they are dying just as fast?"
“Why spend your last dollar feeding?”
“Now the bank feels like a tether,”
“Why not pack up and sell the farm?”
“So you’re not so dependent on the weather?”
It’s not their fault, they don’t realise,
It’s not a hobby or a lifestyle,
Its generations, its family,
That’s what makes it all worthwhile.
You see, daily decisions on the land,
Come with serious thought and reason,
It’s the little details that matter,
As they can make or break a season.
It’s not for all we know,
Hard on the shoulders, back and knees,
It’s a life for those built tough,
18 hours in 40 degrees.
So whether it be wheat or cotton,
Or farmers feeding cattle,
City folk please understand,
Country life can be a battle.

When you sit down to your rack of lamb,
Or your sizzling porterhouse steak,
Please remember those tough decisions,
Our Aussie farmers had to make.
Missing George’s soccer practice,
To keep up with irrigation,
Don’t be too disheartened,
Someone has to feed the nation.
Without our stock and crops,
What would line the Woolies shelves?
Would the transport industry fold?
What would we do with ourselves?
How would clothes be made?
What would happen to our export?
Our finance and economy?
Now there’s some food for thought.
So in the hard times, please remember,
That you’re not in this alone,
We always get through flood and drought,
Just as history has shown.
So when you start to question,
Just as the city folk do,
Remember that our nation,
Thrives because of you.
It may take time but it will come,
The soil cracks will be no more,
And just like that, the thunder rolls,
And the rain begins to pour.
~ Dedicated to our Aussie farmers, related
small business and rural Australia
~ Donna Solomon, 16-1-19

LAKES ANGLICAN
Welcomes new members
At Lakes Anglican we admitted Anne Watts today. She
worships at Toukley, but as there is no Mothers Union
branch there has decided to join us.
Peggy Hancock also from Toukley [Mothers Union Lone
Member] is also coming to join us. We are so pleased to
welcome them to our fold.
Picture shows Leonie Toovey who admitted Anne, myself,
Anne and Peggy.
Dorothee Crowther.

TAREE
'Blue Cross Church
Festival of Christmas Trees '
'

'

In December St John’s Anglican Church held its
inaugural 'Festival of Christmas Trees'.
Bishop Charlie attended the opening ceremony
and blessed the 22 trees participating in the
Festival.
Businesses, Community Groups and Parishioners
entered trees.
Taree Mothers Union entered a lovely white
Christmas tree decorated with hand made
Mothers Union logos and a 'bauble' with Mary
cradling baby Jesus with a blue and silver star
atop the tree.
A Teddy Bear representing Baptism and the
parcels under the tree were tagged with
relevant symbols of what Mothers Union missions
are eg: Family.
Kim Bussey

MEREWETHER
Receives a special Gift
Merewether Branch received a special, surprise Christmas Present from their Link
friend Mary Cockeram from Cornwell UK. This was a new collection of Prayers
titled "Dear Lord" published in 2018 by Mothers Union, United Kingdom.
It is collections of 150 prayers , poems and delightful pictures contributed by
Mothers Union members across the world. Prayers for every occasion, to inspire,
and to encourage, whether for a branch devotion or a personal prayer time.
Quite delightful.

Anne Clarke

A PRAYER FROM SCOTLAND
Lord , guide me this day in all I say and do
Lord , in all things make me true .
Keep me safe from evil thoughts and deeds,
aware of other peoples needs .
May I not wander from the straight and narrow way,
may I trust in you Lord every day.
Lord guide me this day in all I say and do,
Lord , in all things , make me true .
Amen .

RAYMOND TERRACE
Celebrates Joyce’s 100th
Long time member of Raymond Terrace Mothers
Union Branch, Joyce Wood, turned 100 in November
2018.
As well as receiving messages from the Prime
Minister, the NSW Premier and local MPs Joyce
received a letter from Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth 11.
Joyce who has been a member of Mothers Union
for more than 70 years now resides at OPAL
Gardens Nursing Home in Raymond Terrace.
Members of the Branch visited Joyce to celebrate
her birthday. The photo shows Joyce with her
letter from the Queen.

Denise Brown

VALE: REVEREND WILMA GRACE MARY BOND
The Entrance branch loses a valued member at the passing
of Reverend Wilma Bond on the 20th December, 2018.
Wilma who was often in the role of branch president,
previously faithful secretary and our spiritual leader.
It is hard to write a 'little' memorial for Wilma, for there
is so much to acknowledge in this amazing 'Mary-Martha'
person whose youth ministries extended from Brownies
to GFS, Sunday School and S.R.E. and mentoring in local
schools, as well as her leading role in Mothers Union.
Wilma's demand for Baptisms in our church became most
rewarding follow-on for many of those families who became acquainted with her.
Recipient of the Senior Volunteer of the year 2016, Wilma became most active
in the community for her work as Legacy Chaplain; communion services and
home communions in local nursing homes and aged care facilities.
In our kitchens (@ CWA and in our church) we will be aware of what we miss,
but take with us what we will remember of our beloved Reverend Wilma.

Pamela Tant
The Entrance Mothers Union President

VALE: JACK RYAN
Jack, and his wife of 69 years, Gloria, were both very
involved in the parishes where they lived, moving to
Nelson Bay around 2004/5.
Gloria who died in 2010 joined Mothers Union in
1944 at Adamstown, she was a member for 66 years.
Mothers Union was a very important part of both Gloria
and Jack’s life. Jack took her everywhere in her role/s
on Mothers Union Executive.
Gloria and Jack never missed coming to Sunday
worship at All Saints.
Jack lived independently in his own villa at Harbourside Haven until he was almost
101 where he was a faithful visitor to many people in the Nursing Home and
Hostel, especially people connected to All Saints. Jack’s cheery nature brightened
the day for many in care at Shoal Bay.
Jack regularly attended the two services held each month at Harbourside Haven,
singing with a group from All Saints at the Hymn Service in the Nursing Home

and assisting as Chalice Assistant at the monthly service of Holy Communion.
Jack became a member of Mothers Union in his 90s, was on the Mothers Union
prayer chain and faithfully passed on prayer through the chain.
Jack, due to his failing eyesight, didn’t need a Prayer Book, he knew and
remembered every prayer and response in the service of Holy Communion.
Days prior to his death he joined me in prayer saying 23rd Psalm, Lord’s Prayer,
the Blessing and various responses.
February 8th, a memorial service was held at All Saints Nelson Bay, many
commented on Jack' s humour, humility and loving care for all he met. He
will be sorely missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing him.
Reverend Anne Lye
From the Port Stephens Examiner: "Dad was a "real gentleman both in private
and public life. "What you saw was what you got," said son Stephen Ryan.

VALE: BETTY BUTLER OAM
LONG-time Singleton resident Betty Butler has
been remembered for her loving, generous nature,
her kindness and her significant contribution to
her much-loved community.
Singleton Anglican Church Reverend Marianne
Reynolds described Mrs. Butler, an avid letter
writer in The Argus, as a "very positive and
encouraging" woman. "She was a Singletonian
through and through," she said. "She loved her
community – and gave so much to it, still had her
finger on the pulse and planned for her funeral."
Mr. and Mrs. Butler had a life-changing experience back in 1999 when they
were asked to assist the Anglican Samaritans Foundation in their work at the Safe
Haven, a place of refuge offered by the Australian Government for displaced
people from Kosovo.
"Betty actually kept in touch with one family,” Reverend Reynolds said. "She
was very dedicated – she was in things for the long haul. "Betty was committed to
her Christian beliefs, too. "She’ll be greatly missed by everyone who knew her."
Extract from Port Stephens Examiner

Betty received her 60 year membership certificate last year from Denise Brown.
She will be sadly missed by all at All Saints Mothers Union.

BABY BUNDLES
Several people have asked me whether the recent announcement by the State
Governments that parents will be given a bag containing everything they need
for their newborn means that our Baby Bundles will no longer be required.
The Government's proposal from January 2020 is: "essential and every day care
items – such as a baby safe sleeping bag, room thermometer, wipes, nappies and
educational materials – for new parents to support the health, development and
well-being of their babies.”
I have asked my social worker contacts at both John Hunter and Maitland hospitals
whether the Government’s initiative means that Baby Bundles will become obsolete.
My contact at Maitland hospital has assured me that the items in our bundles
are quite different from those in the Government bags. She told me that our
baby bundles are a practical and personal gift and are greatly appreciated by the
mums who receive them as it is so obvious that a great deal of love, care and
concern has gone into purchasing or making the items contained in the bundles.
I am yet to receive a response from the John Hunter social worker who was
intending to discuss the issue with the rest of her team. I am expecting a similar
answer from her – Mothers Union Baby Bundles are still needed!
I have packed and delivered 21 bundles since November and stocks of some
items are either very low or non-existent.
Items I desperately need:
♦ White bath towels ($3 each) available at K-Mart and Big W.
♦ Washers.
♦ Johnsons Baby Soap – (not baby wash, shampoo etc in case they leak).
♦ Unscented baby wipes.
♦ Disposable nappies – Newborn size.
♦ Bibs – Newborn size - Velcro fastenings preferred.
♦ Singlets – size Newborn (0000) or 0-3months (000).
♦ Terry toweling Grosuits Bonds or similar Newborn (0000) or 0-3 months (000).
♦ Muslin wraps for swaddling summer babies.
♦ Flannelette or interlock wraps for winter.
The 21 bundles I have packed since November used 21 towels, 42 washers. 21
bars of soap, 21 packs of baby wipes, 252 disposable nappies, 63 bibs, 63
singlets, 21 Grosuits and 63 wraps. So it is easy to see why my stocks of these
items have vanished.
I have ample supplies of summer one piece suits for both boys and girls,
plenty of crocheted and knitted blankets plus masses of bootees and beanies.
Many thanks for your faithful support of the valuable ministry.

Kate Dornan

Today’s World, Today’s Child
Mothers Union State Conference
April 5-7, 2019
Armidale Anglican Cathedral Centre

SPEAKERS:
James and Simone Boswell - Today’s Cyberworld, Today’s Cyber Child
Vanessa Boland - Today’s Anxious World, Today’s Anxious Child
Sharon Kirk - Today’s World, Today’s Child: a Biblical Perspective

COST:
Full conference $170 (Mothers Union members);
$200 (non-Mothers Union members).
Includes all meals except breakfasts from 6pm Friday to 2pm Sunday.
Accommodation costs not included.

FEATURING:
Saturday Open Day, Saturday dinner at Bishopscourt
and Sunday lunch at Petersons Winery.
Come and enjoy autumn in beautiful New England!

UPCOMING EVENTS
MARCH

8TH-10TH Weekend Anglican Women Lenten Retreat
12TH - 14TH Mid-Week Anglican Women Lenten Retreat
25TH Lady Day - Christ Church Cathedral, Newcastle
31ST Mothering Sunday

APRIL

5TH-7TH Mothers Union State Conference, Armidale
14TH - 20TH Holy Week
21ST Easter Sunday

MAY

13TH Executive Meeting, Kotara
17TH-19TH National Anglican Women’s Conference

JUNE

11TH - 13TH Wave of Prayer
28TH 2nd Council Meeting - Cardiff

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER
1ST JUNE 2019

WEBSITE:
www:munewcastle.org.au

