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From our Diocesan President - Denise 

 Dear Fellow Mothers Union Members, 
 

It is with sadness that I inform you that our Chaplain, Fr 

Gary Harman, has decided to resign from the position of 

Mothers Union Chaplain due to ill health.  

 

 

Please pray for Fr Gary and for a positive outcome for his 

ongoing treatment. At the time of writing this I do not know 

who our new Chaplain will be but it is in the capable hands 
of Bishop Peter. Please also pray for Bishop Peter and for our 

new Chaplain. 
 

 

I have had a very busy start to my term as Diocesan President, being guest 
speaker at East Maitland, Belmont Evening, Cockle Bay and Belmont North/

Redhead, as well as presenting 50 year scrolls and badges to Lesley Ireland, 
Patricia Cleghorn, Betty Howard, Margo Craft (posthumous), Cheryl Stoddart 

and Lorette Nixon as well as 40 year scrolls to Lois Allanson and Rhonda Gippel 
and a 25 year badge and scroll to Marcelline Merrell – a total of 405 years of 

service as Mothers Union members. 
 

Lady Day at Christ Church Cathedral was a special day with Bishop Peter, Presider 
and Preacher challenging us to listen to our young people. Our guest speaker, 

Susan Skowronski, Mia Mia editor as well as a talented artist, poet and writer, 
inspired those present as she spoke about Jesus as possibly seen through the 

eyes of his grandmother. Numbers were down and Mothers Union Executive is 
looking at ways at possibly addressing some of the reasons for this. 
 

At a recent Executive meeting we discussed ways of using a sum of money 

that has been sitting in a term deposit for many years. We wanted to do something 
practical with these funds to help families whose lives have met with adversity. 

There are many such families in our communities and we can’t provide assistance 
for them all but the decision was made to provide $5000.00 to the Samaritans 

specifically to help those who are living on the streets or in cars and a further 
$5000.00 to 'Buy a Bale' to assist those on the land who are suffering because of 

the ongoing effects of drought. We pray that this money will reach those who 

need it the most.  

 

At our first Council Meeting at South Lakes we heard from a group called 
'Friends with Dignity' who furnish homes for victims of domestic violence when 

they move from shelters back into the community. This group is wholly dependent 
on the generosity of members of the community for provision of goods that are 

needed to make a house a home and to help those moving in to get on with 
their lives. 
 

I have just returned from my first Australian Mothers Union Council meeting in 

Melbourne which proved to be an interesting and helpful time. The Australian 
theme for 2018 is "In Mary Sumner’s Footsteps". Mothers Union operates in 23 

Dioceses in Australia. I met most of the other Diocesan Presidents. The DP for 



Brisbane is Beverley Perry who used to reside in this diocese many years ago. 
Bev wished to be remembered to those who know her. I was surprised to learn 

that Newcastle has the third largest number of branches and members in Australia. 
Brisbane Diocese leads the way followed by Melbourne. Other Dioceses face 

similar issues to us with aging and declining memberships. However on a positive 
note we remember our theme for this year 'The Spirit Empowers us for Mission' 

and through our daily prayers Mothers Union locally, nationally and globally 

can achieve much.   
 

Love and blessings to you all.    

Denise Brown (Diocesan President) 

 

 

 

Spiritual power is the divine energy God is willing to express in and 

through us and the divine authority needed to carry out the work God 

has called us to do. 
 

We cannot "harness" the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

This power is not just for preachers, evangelists, or people who work in 

special ministry; rather, it is available to every believer who willingly 

surrenders moment by moment in submission and obedience to the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

We cannot garner the power of the Spirit in order to use God.  

Conversely, we experience His power when we surrender  to be used by 

Him. God releases His power through us as we walk in obedience to Him.  
 

Three ways He releases His power to us are: 

♦ Through the fruit of the Spirit. 

♦ God's power and only God's power enables us to exhibit love, joy, 

peace, patience, goodness, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness,  

   and self-control, which reveal the character of Christ in us. 

♦ Through witnessing.  

 

Scripture always refers to the power of the Holy Spirit in relationship  

to witnessing and glorifying God.  
 

It is His power through us that emboldens us and carries out the work. 
 

God will not place you into a position or ask you to accomplish a task 

for which He will not fully equip and enable you. 



From our Chaplain, Fr Gary  
 

 

Dear Friends 
 

We have just completed the journey through Lent, 
Holy week and Easter and for me it was a real 

privilege to lead the folks at St Paul’s Birmingham 
Gardens through the Holy Week and Easter services 

as they thought and prayed about the future of 
their parish and how this affected them personally. I 

admired them for their honesty and courage. 
 

This experience reminded me that as Christians we do need to 'travel light' and 
not become too attached to things that are transitory. I believe that this is what 

Ignatius Loyola meant when he warned his followers against 'inordinate 
affections'. 
 

We remind ourselves again that our theme for this year is 'The Spirit empowers 

us for mission', so that we are called to pray and reflect on how Mothers Union can 
become more missional in our outlook. One executive member recently told me 

that when addressing Mothers Union groups about Mothers Unions she frequently 
uses the words 'Mothers Union', more than a meeting. 
 

Some branches may decide to make their parishes more aware of the purposes 

of Mothers Union when family and the care of children are in the forefront of 
Christian concern. 
 

Another issue we may want to address is the issue of inclusion. 

Single gender organizations are seen to be irrelevant by 
many in church and society. For some time now 

Mothers Union has been open to men as well as 
women and yet at the A.G.M. last year there 

were four men present. 
 

Several years ago Dorothy spoke to a lady from 
the north of England who is a Methodist and a 

committed member of Mothers Union. Perhaps 
you know someone from another Christian 

tradition who would be enriched by membership 

of Mothers Union. Ask them and they will let you 
know if they agree. 
 

Friends our theme this year is a call to prayerful 

considered action for those of us who believe that 
Mothers Union still has an important role to play in the 

life of the diocese. Let’s take up the challenge. 
 

With Prayers 
Fr Gary Harman 

Newcastle Diocese Mothers Union Chaplain  





A great first council meeting was 
held at South Lakes.  
 

 

The chit chat of catch-up around 

the beautifully set tables with plates 
of yummy cakes and slices could be 

heard throughout. 
 

 

Denise Brown, our new Diocesan 
President, led her first meeting. 
 

 

Fr Gary Harman opened with prayer 

followed by roll call. 
 

 

Debbie and Sue from 'Friends with 
Dignity' were our guest speakers.  
 

 

The group is a community based 

organisation providing practical 
assistance to aid individuals and 

families affected by domestic 
violence, sustainably and successfully 

escape and rebuild their lives. They 
anonymously go into their  sanctuary 

(home)  before they move in and 
completely set it up in every aspect.  
 

 

The clients, whom they never meet,  

are consulted about their preferences 

of colour etc with community services 
and to the best of their ability try to 

personalise sanctuary's to their requests.  
 

 

The goods are received through 
donations, and business sponsorship.  

 

The organisation began in Queensland.  

 

They also assist with urgent and little 

friend requests. Friends are found for the 
children to help them make an easy 

transition into their new environment 
with mentoring programs facilitated 

by community groups.  
 

 

Elizabeth Bissaker thanked the ladies. 
 

 

Kim Bussey introduced our web site 
and asked the groups to let her or 

Denise Hird know of any events they 
wished advertised or news. 
 

Executive read their reports and 

spoke of what was happening within 
the departments. 
 

Each Deanery then met to talk 

about what their branch was up to 
and programs for 2018. 
 

Lyn Wickham closed the meeting 

with midday prayers. 

March Council Meeting - South Lakes March Council Meeting - South Lakes 





In St Peter’s East Maitland you will see 
a  beautiful banner that the Mothers 

Union uses for special events.  

 

This banner was originally made by 

Church stores in Sydney around 50-
60 years ago, made a few years after 

the beginning of Mothers Union here 
at Saint Peter’s in 1956.  

 

After such a long time, understandably, 

in need of some tender love and care! 
 

To repair and keep the original banner 

was the preferred option – a new 
banner would have been much too 

expensive to produce, and the history 
attached to the original was very 

precious to all involved. 
 

Judy Redden’s sister-in-law, Jess Kidd, 
agreed to help and she lovingly 

repaired the banner.  

 

She did a beautiful job, creating a new 
channel at the top for the wooden 

support, completely new embroidery 
for the cross and keys design.  

 

The finished product took 6 weeks, it 
is something that will last the years to 

come!  

Thank you Jess for your beautiful work! 

East Maitland Banner Restored Obit:  
Gwen Gibbon 

Gwen loved life. 
She was always  

determined to get 
the most out of this 
precious gift.  

 

Unfortunately death caught up with 
mum at the age of 92 years. Mum 
was a wonderful mother, nana and 
great nana.  

 

Mum was kind to others and treated 
everyone equally and respectfully. 
 

Mum has had many achievements 
and interests in her lifetime. She 
served as spokeswoman for the Lands 
Office. She took a special interest in 
Carrie’s place, the local women’s 
refuge. She was an active, long-time 
member of many community clubs 
taking on leadership roles – clubs 
such as Business and Professional 
Women, Maitland View Club and 
Mothers Union. Mum was especially 
proud of receiving her 50 year  badge 
for being part of the Mothers Union 
in Australia. 
 

As age and ill health began to catch 
up with her she rarely went out. She 
especially missed going to church 
but Deacon Wendy would come to 
the house and give her communion 
that was gratefully appreciated. 
 

Mum was a wonderful person who 
lived a long and productive life. The 
Anglican faith has played a most 
significant role in her life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This tribute is an edited version of the 

eulogy given by Gwen’s daughter 

Ruth Dixon, at Gwen's funeral 

          on Friday 18th May 2018,  

          St Peter’s East Maitland. 



 

Desiree joined  

Mothers Union in 
1969 in the Parish of 

New Lambton.  
 

In the 1980s Desiree served on the 
Mothers Union Diocesan Executive 

holding various positions over a 
number of years including Senior 

Vice President, Overseas and Northern 

Outreach Coordinator, Coffee and 
Care Coordinator at Worimi Children’s 

Court.  
 

Desiree visited many branches sharing 
the vision of the work of Mothers 

Union  worldwide.  
 

Desiree was involved in organising 
rosters of helpers in 4 Samaritan Op Shops 

for twenty years and also worked in 
the Samaritan Shop at New Lambton 

until the shop closed. 
 

Desiree and her husband Kevin 
moved to Brandy Hill in 1994 and 

became involved with  Parish life at St 
John’s , Raymond Terrace. Desiree was 

Parish Mission Secretary for many 
years and made regular trips to the 

ABM Office in Sydney with kilos of 
used stamps collected by parishioners. 

Desiree also worked as a volunteer 
with St John’s Parish pantry. 
 

Desiree loved to travel within Australia 

and overseas and kept in regular 
contact with many friends.  

 

She loved her home at Brandy Hill and 

in mid-winter welcomed parishioners 
and friends to the annual 'Port and 

Poetry Night' to share her beautiful 

big living room and a roaring fire.  
 

Her garden was a testament to her 

love of nature and she could often 

Obit:  
Desiree Pearson 

Shared by 

Wilma McNeill 

with the  

permission of 

her family. 

be seen on her ride-on mower caring 
for her lawns. 
 

Although there was sadness at her 

passing her devoted family and many 
friends celebrated her inspirational 

life in the way she would have wanted. 

    
    

TTTT HEHEHEHE     UUUU NFINISHEDNFINISHEDNFINISHEDNFINISHED         
 
 

We cannot judge  
a biography by its length, 
nor by the number  
of pages in it. 

 

We must judge it  
by the richness of its contents, 

sometimes those unfinished  
are among the most poignant. 
 

We cannot judge  
a song by it's duration 
nor by the number of it's notes. 
We must judge it  
by the way it touches  
and lifts our souls 
sometimes those unfinished  
are among the most beautiful. 
 

And when something  
has enriched your life 
and when it's melody  
lingers on in your heart, 
is it unfinished?  
Or is it endless? 



 

With the sun shining throughout the 
Cathedral the procession began 
with Peter Guy, the organist, heralding 
the beginning of the Lady Day service 
with the hymn 'Holy and Gracious God'. 
 

The banners as usual made a colourful 
display as they entered the Cathedral. 
 

Bishop Peter Stuart was Presider and 
Preacher, Reverend Jan Deaves, 
Deacon in the absence of our 
Chaplain, Reverend Gary Harman, 
due to ill health, Ms Jacqueline 
Drewe, Sub Deacon and Susan 
Skowronski, the Editor of Mia Mia, our 
Guest Speaker.   
 

Readings were competently read 
by Lyn Wickham, Leonie Toovey, 
Glenda Grono and prayers caringly 
spoken by Dorothy Harman. 
 

Bishop Peter presented a strong sermon  
pointing out to us the risks Mary, the 
mother of our Lord, took in being an 
unmarried, pregnant woman and 
indeed Joseph in his journey with 
her.  This was linked with Mary Sumner, 
founder of Mothers Union and the 
risks and courage she showed in 
establishing Mothers Union, the need 
to adapt to the changing role of 
women in society – working for families 
across the globe.  
 

The old saying, "Children should be 
seen and not heard" should no 
longer apply. Setting a challenge to 
Mothers Union as parents, grandparents 
and great grandparents to hear 
children in our parishes. Do we listen 
to the voices of children with the 
dignity and equality they deserve?  
Do we listen to the words behind the 
words children express – continue 
with grace when the conversation 
becomes too hard to hear. You as 
Mothers Union have a mission as 

Lady Day  ambassadors to ensure children in 
our parishes are heard.  
 

At the conclusion of the prayers 
members of Mothers Union Executive 
were commissioned for 2018. 
 

Lyn Wickham thanked Bishop Peter 
for being with us and a thought 
provoking sermon. A gift was presented 
to the Bishop. 
 

With the blessing and dismissal from 
Bishop Peter the banners and clergy 
processed to the lawn area for the 
traditional photo of banners, crucifers, 
acolytes and deacons. 
 

Upon returning to our seats in the 
Cathedral Denise Brown announced 
apologies and best wishes.  
 

In Pat Calder's absence Denise read 
Pat's heartfelt introduction to our 
guest speaker: Susan Skowronski.  
 

Susan spoke on Grandmother's 
thoughts as a story teller. Speaking 
about her family history and how 
grateful she was her great great 
grandfather had taken time to record 
his life. Susan encouraged us also to 
do this for future generations. Susan 
then turned our minds to Jesus’ 
grandparents, making sure we 
differentiate between fact, tradition, 
legend, and our own imagination, 
and how they and Mary felt at his 
crucifixion, how she was supported 
with love and service at the cross 
and how we with difficulty support 
family and friends in their/our suffering, 
using the loss of her beautiful grandson 
Jared as an example.  
 

Jeanette Johnston thanked Susan 
for being with us. 
 

Our day concluded with midday 
prayers. 
 
 

 

Footnote: read June/July Anglican 
Encounter, 'Bishop Peter’s Reflection' 
for more excerpts from his Lady Day 
sermon. 



Lady 
    Day 

2018 



Above: Commissioning of Executive. 
Middle: Banners processing out of the Cathedral 

Below: Thank you Bishop Peter and Suzanne.  



Mothers Union Members 

Traditional Photo on the lawn 



Overseas  

and  

Northern  

 Outreach  

Luncheons 

Guest Speaker:                                                                               

Reverend Lu Piper 
'My Work in Papua New Guinea' 

 

 

6TH AUGUST, 2018 

All Saints 
Corner of Cromwell and Oxford Streets,  
New Lambton  
$15 per head 

 

7TH AUGUST,2018 

Christ Church 
3 Mann Street, Gosford 

$10 per head 
                                                                                     

8TH AUGUST, 2018 

St Matthias 
35 Palace Street, Denman 
$10 per head 

 
 

 Program for all 3 days:  10.00 am   Morning Tea 
              10.30 am    Holy Eucharist 
         11.15 am   Guest Speaker                                                                            
             12 noon     Thank you and  
            Closing Prayers 
                                                       12.10 pm   Lunch and Fellowship 

Venue To Be Confirmed 



A Woman of Faith and Influence during the Reformation 

Most of us would be aware that 2017 

marked the 500th anniversary of the beginning 
of the European Protestant  Reformation. It 
was on October 31, 1517, that Martin Luther 

– monk, Doctor of Philosophy and University 
Professor of Theology – nailed his now famous 
95 Doctrines against Indulgences onto the 
doors of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, 

Germany. 
 

Luther’s insight, gained from reading the 

Scriptures, that man cannot achieve the 
grace of God through good works but rather 
by faith alone, led to conflict with the 
practice of the Church granting indulgences 

which allowed donations of money to 
count as penance for sins and as a means 
to shorten or even avoid the fires of purgatory 

altogether. Nor could he find any reference 
to indulgences in the Bible. He protested 
against these Church practices, and 

although he was put on trial for heresy, he 
managed to escape execution, but was 
excommunicated and declared an outlaw. 
 

Last year I had the privilege of joining a 
tour run by Ridley Theological College, in 
Melbourne, to visit the places in Germany 

and Switzerland where significant events 
happened with regard to the Reformation. 
There I learnt more about Luther and other 

early reformers. It was a most interesting, 
enlightening and enjoyable fortnight.  But 
for me it was also a time of serendipity, for 
I discovered that Martin Luther, monk and 

priest, had married, and the more I learnt 
about his wife Katharina, the more I liked 
her! I came to the conclusion that she was 

a lively, determined and courageous 
young lady – feisty, in fact! 
 

As a teenage girl Katharina took vows to 

become a nun. In April 1523 she and several 
of her fellow nuns, dissatisfied with their life 
in the monastery and becoming interested 

in the growing reform movement, fled from 
their convent by hiding in a fish wagon 
which finally arrived in Wittenberg where 

Luther was once again living,  although by 
this time he had abandoned the monk’s 
habit for good. He and his friends managed 

to find families that the runaway nuns 
could live with, or husbands for them to 

marry – all except Katharina. 

While Luther did not seriously 
consider marriage for himself at 
this point, Katharina declared 

that he was the only man she 
would marry, and finally he agreed. And so a 
42-year-old former monk and a 26-year-old 
former nun were married on June 13, 1525. 
 

Luther took her into his home, the former 
monastery where he had been living 

alone as a professor, writer and pastor, all 
the other monks having left.  Together 
Martin and his Kathe had six children, two 
of whom died before adulthood. Kathe 

ran the household, kept cows, pigs, goats 
and chickens, grew vegetables and 
brewed beer.  To boost their income, she 

established her own student boarding-
house business in the extra rooms of the 
former monastery, offering room and 

board to up to 30 paying guests at a time. 
I think Kathe had lots of spunk! 
 

It was a happy and affectionate marriage. 

Martin loved her, admired her intellect, 
trusted her to deal with his publishers, and 
made her his sole heir. She loved him 

deeply, and when he died in 1546 she 
wrote “...my sorrow is so deep that no 
words can express my heartbreak...” While 

fleeing the plague in Wittenberg in 1552, 
Katharina died in Torgau after a terrible 
accident with her wagon and horses. She 
was 53 years old. She is buried in The City 

Church of St Mary’s, Torgau, far from her 
husband’s grave in the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg. 
 

Katharina is often considered a seminal 
figure of the Protestant Reformation because 
her role in helping to 

define Protestant family 
life and setting the tone 
for clergy marriages 

was so important. It 
was inspiring for me 
to learn about her.  

I look forward to 
meeting her one day! 
 

Jeanette Johnstone 



At our March meeting Lakes Anglican 
Mothers Union had a very happy day 

celebrating our 37th Birthday. 
 

Left: cutting our cake  
 

We were also thrilled to admit 3 new 

Mothers Union members.  

 

Diocesan Vice President Leonie 
Toovey was pleased to admit the 

new members as we all renewed our 

promises. 
 

Left to Right: Barbara Appleton, 

Rosemary Johnston, Anne Jones with 

Vice President Leonie Toovey. 
 

Blessings Dorothee Crowther 

Celebrations at Lakes Anglican  

and Taree 

On Sunday 13th May, Mother’s Day, Fr Peter 
Tinney admitted Suzanne and Josephine 

Cook, (mother and daughter) and Bronwyn 
Forbes at St John’s Holy Eucharist service. 

A celebratory cake was shared at morning 
tea with the parishioners. 



Happy 90th Birthday 

After its March meeting  several members of 
Swansea Mothers Union visited their long time 

and much-loved, now Lone Member, Faye 
Cupit, to wish her a belated 'Happy 90th Birthday'. 
 

They took a Birthday cake, complete with 

candles (9 rather than 90!) and a card with 
good wishes from all their members.  She was 

delighted with the visit, the cake and card, 
which Jackie Williams had arranged.  

 

Faye is the most delightful lady who has had a 

long involvement both in the parish and in 
Mothers Union. In 2017 it was 50 years since 

she joined the Tamworth branch. She has 
been in Swansea for about 40 years. 
 

Marion Wiley 



Patricia Gleghorn  

Bruce, my husband and I worshipped 
at St Thomas Cardiff for 56 years. 
 

50 years of that time I was a Mothers 
Union member and what a wonderful 

time that was. 
 

In 2016 we moved to Mt Hutton and 
became part of Windale Parish.  
 

Jacqui Sorby our President welcomed 
me into their Mothers Union group and 

apart from their lovely welcome, they 
also organized the celebration of my 

50 years. An invitation to my old 
Mothers Union friends from Cardiff 

Parish was sent so they could be 
included in the day. 
 

During the Mass Denise Brown, 

Diocesan President, presented me with 
my badge and Laurel Brook played 

my favourite hymns.  
 

A lovely High Tea with a celebratory 
cake followed the service.  
 

My thanks once again to these 
amazing women in Windale Branch. 
 

What it is about Mothers Union that 

makes them so caring of others. I 
know it comes from that personal 

prayer of Mary Sumner: 
 

 

 

"All this day O' Lord let me touch as 
many lives as possible for thee" 

On Sunday 13th May, (Mother’s 
Day) at St Mary’s Church, Maitland 

Diocesan President, Denise, was 
able to present 50 year badges to 

Betty Howard, and to the late 
Margo Craft’s family, husband, Lew 

and daughters Karen and Gai.   
 

Margo’s family said: "It was so nice 
to see such a lovely representation 

of the Mothers Union Ladies at church 
for the presentation and we felt 

honoured and very proud to be able 
to accept Mum's award.  It was such 

a lovely service.  Mothers Union and 
her church were a very big part of 

Mum's life. Mum loved Mothers Union 
and spoke so fondly about it during 

her sickness, and all the lovely ladies 
who she held as her very true and 

dear friends. " 

50 years Celebrated  

Patricia, her husband Bruce,  
daughter Lisa and her sister Molly. 

Betty Howard and 
   Margo Craft (posthumously) 

50 years Celebrated  



A lovely morning tea followed the 
service and a cake was shared to 

congratulate Betty and to remember 
our dear friend Margo. 
 

President Judy Harris, 

Secretary Margaret Jones 

Denise Brown and Betty Howard 

Lew  
and  

the late 
Margo 

Craft 

Lew Craft, his  daughters,  
Karen and Gai with 

Denise Brown 



Lorette Nixon and 
             Cheryl Stoddart  

Mothers Union 50 years membership 
presentation took place at The Church 

of the Good Shepherd, Kotara South 
on Wednesday 23rd May, 2018. 
 

Denise Brown, Diocesan President, 
made the presentation to Lorette 

Nixon and Cheryl Stoddart, with 
Reverend John Dring conducting the 

service. 
 

Lorette, was the Enrolling member 
who presented membership to me 

in 1968.   
 

We are both living in Kotara area 

now and belong to the Day group 
of Mothers Union.  
 

Cheryl Stoddart 

Reverend John Dring, Cheryl,  
Denise and Lorette 

Lesley Ireland 

Congratulations to Lesley Ireland who 
at our Mothers Union meeting was 

awarded her 50 year badge and scroll. 
 

Lesley was awarded her badge and 

scroll by our Diocesan President, Denise 
Brown. 
 

Joining in Cessnock as an Associate 

Member.  This was because she was a 
single lady at the time. 
 

When Lesley married  she joined with 
Cockle Bay Group and lost the title 

of Associate member.  

 

She has two children and twin grandsons.  
 

She has been recycled as President,  

Secretary and Treasurer over the years. 
 

Lesley has also been very involved in 
keeping in touch with those Baptised 

and is our Links correspondent. 
 

A presentation of a bouquet of flowers 

and a special cake and morning 
tea celebrate and mark the day. 
 

 

Laurel Brook 



Baby Bundle Needs 

I have attached a list of contents of 
the baby bundles. At the moment 

I’m doing winter ones. 
 

I always need towels both K-mart 
and Big W have white bath towels 

for $3 which are much better value 
than the cheap baby towels which 

are very small. Boxes of 6 packs of 
80 baby wipes (Unscented) are 

available for $7.50 in Big W. I usually 
use the cash donations I receive 

from a couple of parishes to buy 
singlets and newborn size bibs with 

Velcro fastening if possible.  

 

At the moment my supplies of winter 
jumpsuits are very low especially the 

Terry Towelling ones. I have a few 
blue ones for boys but nothing much 

in pink, lemon or white.  
 

I have ample stocks of crocheted 
blankets.  
 

I have ample stocks of bootees at the 

moment but that could soon change 
as we have one pair of visitors who will 

be visiting on a fortnightly basis  
 

Blessings to you all for what you give. 
 

Kate 

Hospital Visiting Co-ordinator. 

Double dipping on  
pancakes for Mothers 

Union…    
 

This was from the evening 

meal and service in the 
hall.   

 

A packed hall with several community 

groups and parishioners in attendance. 
Kylie Hacker  

Shrove Tuesday  
                    at Morpeth 

 

 

Loving God,  
we thank you for our membership  

of Mothers Union and for the  
privilege of belonging to a worldwide 

group of Christians concerned  
with marriage and family life.  

Thank you also for friendships made 
and memories shared.  

In the coming year enable us  
to maintain the commitment  

made when we became members,  
and to continue to uphold in prayer  

the work of Mothers Union Australia.  
      

 

               Amen 



Glenda Grono of Windale is the Education and Development Officer on the 
Mothers Union Diocesan Executive. As such she was invited to speak at the 
Swansea group for their May meeting on our role as 'Christians in caring for our 

environment'. 
 

It was interesting, informative, challenging and well presented, with lots of simple, 

practical and economical suggestions on how each one of us, in our own small 
way, can play a part in protecting our environment - reducing our 'footprint' on 

earth. I know I will certainly be putting into practice at least some of them. 
 

I would certainly recommend her to any group who would like a guest speaker. 
 

Marion Wiley 

Jackie Williams 
thanks Glenda 

for her  
contribution to 

Swansea's 
meeting. 

Glenda Grono visits Swansea 

Glenda Grono demonstrates one of her environment 
saving ideas. (This was a simple way for small house-

holds or single people to use household scraps for 
compost.) 

Glenda Grono and Jacqui Sorby, ( friend of 
Glenda’s and Diocesan Treasurer), helping 

Swansea Mothers Union members with some 
fun craft. 

… and the finished 
product! 



Elizabeth Ewen from Beck Hill England visited Woy Woy Branch for morning tea 
and fellowship at Rubies Café in Umina. This is one of our link branches. 
 

Woy Woy members:  Centre in white Jean White, left Betty Graham, Toni Wallace, 

Margaret Ings, Elizabeth Ewen, Lynne Winch, Lynette Prica, Iris Muns and Jacky 
King took the photo.    
 

Jacky King 

Elizabeth Even visits from England 

BeckhillBeckhillBeckhillBeckhill (or Beck HillBeck HillBeck HillBeck Hill) is a small council estate in the 
Meanwood area of Leeds, West Yorkshire, England, 
which has received negative local publicity in the 
past, but is now the subject of urban regeneration. 
The area is situated south of Stainbeck Road and north 
of Potternewton Lane. To the East is the Miles Hill 
Estate. Beckhill falls within the Chapel Allerton ward 
of Leeds City Council. 



DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER 19
TH

 

NOVEMBER 
 

 

Please send your Mothers Union News/Photos for the next edition to: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Please send text in word format and photos  
as a jpeg by email if possible.  

 

I will acknowledge your email.  
 

No reply your email has gone astray, please re-send.  

PLEASE NOTE:PLEASE NOTE:PLEASE NOTE:PLEASE NOTE: 

That when you send photos, by mail or email, they must be  
accompanied with written consent to be published in the 
newsletter and the web site. This is due to Safe Ministry 
guidelines. If you are taking photos you must also have 
their written consent for you to use. Consent is only  
required once and will be kept on file. 

 
 

WEBSITE: 

www:munewcastle.org.au 

JULYJULY      29TH  Anglican Women’s Sunday 

AUGUSTAUGUST        6TH Overseas Luncheon - New Lambton 

        7TH Overseas Luncheon - Gosford 

        8TH Overseas Luncheon -  Denman 

        9TH Mary Sumner Day 
  

    20TH    Executive Meeting - Raymond Terrace 

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER  3RD-7TH Anglican Women Spring Celebrations 

OCTOBEROCTOBER        3RD Quiet Day - Maitland (to be Confirmed) 
  

    15TH Executive Meeting - TBA 

NOVEMBERNOVEMBER      16TH Annual General Meeting - Merewether 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


